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Spofford	  Pond	  Student	  
Playground	  Survey	  	  
March	  2,	  2015	  
The	  following	  are	  the	  questions	  
and	  instructions	  that	  appeared	  on	  
the	  open	  response	  section	  of	  the	  
Student	  survey.	  There	  were	  a	  total	  
of	  346	  responses	  to	  the	  student	  
survey.	  

Observations	  about	  Student	  
Responses	  
Each	  question	  has	  a	  set	  of	  
observations	  about	  the	  responses.	  
This	  overview	  is	  an	  executive	  
summary	  of	  key	  observations	  from	  
the	  student	  responses.	  
• If we could find a way to make 

recess longer, or add time to 
recess, it would be a very popular 
move and would also improve 
learning. 

• We need to be providing more 
balls, a better variety of balls 
(soccer, kick ball, tennis balls), 
and maintaining those balls 
throughout the school year so that 
they remain inflated and available. 

• Inexpensive equipment like jump 
ropes, chalk, hula hoops, rolling 
hoops, bean bags (for toss games), 
cards, bubbles, and cones provide 
children with the tools they need 
to create their own games. 

• The blacktop needs to be renewed, 
and in so doing we can create play 
spaces for the children that will 
work year round. We can create 
stencils for games like four 
square, hop scotch, toss, a 
racetrack, a maze, a chutes and 
ladders game, and even learning 
tools like a map of New England 
or the USA or the world.  

• In general let's create more 
designated space on the blacktop 
and in the field. Let's look into 
ways to shade the blacktop in the 

warm months, so the children 
don't overheat. 

• Is there some way to provide a 
bubbler near the playground so 
that children can get water during 
recess? 

• In designing the blacktop, let's 
keep ball games separate from 
areas where children stand, run, 
and play. On the field, let's create 
courts that the kids can use for 
specific games: tag, soccer, etc. 

• The children would like a bigger 
playground. 

• A playground must have rules to 
be safe: let's post our rules. Let's 
also create areas where it's ok to 
run, and areas where it's not so 
that children can feel safe and let 
off steam. Children asked for 
referees for their games. The 
children would also like to have 
more participation in setting the 
rules for recess. 

• Children would like to see 
improvements to the line up 
process. Is there something we can 
do to make it better?  

• How can we make "blacktop only" 
recess better? This is an area 
where we should spend some time 
and effort thinking about how to 
serve the children. Perhaps we 
need to find a way to allow the 
chilren to use more of the 
playground year round - a roof 
over the playground area, 
perhaps? 

• How can we improve indoor 
recess, especially given how much 
we've had over the last year? The 
children would like a way to visit 
their friends in other classrooms - 
can we make that happen? 

• Some children would like to stay 
indoors: to read, to do homework, 
or just to rest. Could we allow 
children to go to the art room, the 
gym, or the library? 

• We should try to create quiet 
spaces for children who want to 
retreat during recess. 

• Let's create outdoor tables, chairs, 
and gaming areas for children who 
want to sit and be with friends. 
We can provide checkerboards, 
mancala, decks of cards. These 
tables should be in shady areas, so 
children can escape the heat. 
Ideally, tables and benches should 
be available even in the winter 
time, so that children will have a 
place to sit in all seasons: they 
should not be made of metal or 
stone, so that they're comfortable 
in cold weather. 

• To support games like soccer, 
football, and basketball let's create 
actual spaces - mini courts - for 
those games using chalk lines. 
Provide the children with soccer 
nets, or perhaps just cones so that 
they can designate the goals for 
their games. Provide balls specific 
to the sport, and referees to reduce 
fighting and injury. 

• We can't forget to support 
invented games like tag, hide and 
seek, cheese monster, infection. 
To create these games, the 
children need mini courts, perhaps 
with obstacles to improve the 
game play. 

• We may want to change up sports 
during the year: volleyball for a 
month, soccer for another month, 
a foot golf putting green, etc. The 
variety will keep the kids 
interested. 

• Children would like a wall that 
they can throw balls against; 
perhaps build a wall for them? 

• Children would like an 
opportunity to be artistic during 
recess: a chalk wall would give 
them a place to draw. 

• Some children would like a track 
for walking and running. 

• How about a clock for children 
who want to watch the time? 

• It's clear that the children would 
like to see a larger playground, 
with more gymnastic elements, 
more swings, and more climbing 
elements. They would also like to 
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see a better zip line and spinning 
element that allows more children 
to enjoy it at once. Some children 
would like to be able to jump, as 
well. We should avoid elements 
that can only be used by 1 or 2 
children at a time. 

• We need to carefully consider the 
playground surface; many 
children do not like the wood 
chips and they are not ADA 
compliant. If we were to continue 
using the wood chips, they would 
need to be raked and replenished 
much more frequently. We may 
choose to use a mix of surfaces. 

• We also need to be maintaining 
the playground throughout the 
school year. When a monkey bar 
breaks, it should be repaired, not 
just taken down for the year. 

• Let's bring in a Buddy Bench to 
help address children who are 
lonely and bored during recess. 
We can make it part of the 
school's lessons on caring for each 
other. 

• Let's see if we can find a way to 
help children who are 
experiencing social issues on the 
playground: what should they do? 
Who should they talk to? 

If	  you	  were	  in	  charge,	  
what	  are	  five	  things	  you	  
would	  change	  about	  
recess?	  
These	  answers	  are	  grouped	  by	  
topic.	  

Make	  it	  longer	  
The	  single	  most	  requested	  change	  
was	  for	  more	  time,	  more	  recess,	  or	  
both.	  This	  is	  a	  thorny	  problem	  to	  
solve,	  but	  clearly	  a	  very	  high	  
priority	  for	  the	  children.	  If	  this	  is	  a	  
problem	  we	  want	  to	  solve,	  we	  will	  
need	  some	  creative	  thinking.	  	  

• 1. make recess longer, 2. make 
recess longer, 3. make recess 
longer, 4. make recess longer, 5. 
make recess longer 

• i know you think that we can't 
have a wicked long recess but 
even two recess would be nice. 

• allow kids to finish there lunch 
outside instead of sitting in the 
cafeteria[can be a little awkward] 

• We should be able to eat outside 
• Another thing is to allow lunch 

outside. Humans need fresh air 
and we are inside most of the day. 

• longer recess... i think it would be 
cool if we could eat outside and 
recess could be doubled in time. 

• If I were in charge, I would make 
recess a little longer, it feels short.  
It could also help the lunch 
monitors because they would have 
more time to clean the tables. That 
is pretty much the only thing I 
would change.   

• i would change the little amount 
of time we have for recess so we 
can be out there longer. 

• You can stay out until you finish 
your game but only five minutes 
after recess ends.  

• I would give kids 45 minute 
recesses 

• make recess LONGER!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
• more time!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!!!!! 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!!!! 
!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!!! 
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
!!!!!!!!!! 

I	  would	  make	  recess	  longer	  .....	  I	  
would	  make	  recess	  30	  minutes	  .....	  
The	  amount	  of	  time	  you	  get	  .....	  
Longer.	  .....	  I	  would	  make	  recess	  
longer	  by	  about	  10	  minutes.	  .....	  
longer	  .....	  more	  recess	  time	  .....	  I	  
would	  increase	  recess	  so	  more	  
kids	  could	  be	  active	  during	  the	  
day.	  .....	  I	  would	  make	  it	  longer	  .....	  
Recess	  should	  be	  10	  minutes	  
longer	  .....	  i	  would	  make	  recess	  
longer	  .....	  I	  would	  make	  it	  longer.	  	  
.....	  I	  would	  make	  recess	  longer	  .....	  
Recess	  NEEDS	  to	  be	  longer	  .....	  

Longer	  like	  1	  hr	  at	  the	  least	  .....	  
more	  time	  .....	  1	  hour	  of	  recess	  .....	  
more	  time	  .....	  1	  hour	  of	  reacess	  .....	  
One	  hour	  of	  recess	  .....	  make	  it	  
longer.	  more	  recess.	  .....	  i	  want	  all	  
school	  has	  resece	  at	  sam	  time	  and	  
they	  can	  play	  all	  at	  sam	  time	  	  .....	  
have	  all	  grades	  be	  together	  at	  
recess.	  .....	  I	  would	  make	  recess	  a	  
little	  bit	  longer	  .....	  More	  recess	  	  .....	  
Make	  it	  longer	  .....	  longer	  recess	  .....	  
i	  would	  make	  recess	  longer	  .....	  
more	  time	  .....	  More	  time	  to	  play	  .....	  
longer	  recess	  .....	  If	  I	  were	  in	  
charge,	  we	  	  would	  have	  longer	  
recess	  .....	  longer	  recess	  .....	  more	  
time	  outside	  .....	  I	  would	  like	  longer	  
recess	  time.	  .....	  longer	  recess	  .....	  
longer	  recess	  .....	  longer	  recess	  .....	  
longer	  times	  .....	  more	  time	  .....	  
longer	  time	  .....	  make	  it	  longer	  .....	  
More	  time	  .....	  longer	  times	  .....	  have	  
lunch	  first	  .....	  make	  it	  longer	  .....	  
longer	  recess	  .....	  Make	  it	  longer.	  .....	  
more	  time	  .....	  i	  would	  make	  it	  
longer	  .....	  I	  would	  make	  resess	  
longer	  .....	  longer	  recess	  .....	  more	  
time	  .....	  i	  would	  make	  recess	  
longer	  .....	  more	  sports	  equipment	  
.....	  there	  would	  be	  more	  
equipment	  .....	  I	  would	  make	  a	  little	  
longer	  .....	  Longer	  recess	  time	  .....	  
Morning	  and	  lunch	  recess	  .....	  make	  
it	  maybe	  5	  minutes	  longer	  .....	  I	  
would	  make	  it	  longer	  .....	  More	  time	  
for	  recess	  .....	  longer	  lunch	  .....	  
longer	  reses	  .....	  five	  more	  minutes	  
of	  reassess	  .....	  More	  time	  to	  play	  .....	  
resses	  longer	  .....	  more	  recess	  time	  
.....	  longer	  recess	  .....	  I	  would	  make	  
recess	  longer	  .....	  recces	  loner	  .....	  
longer	  time	  to	  play	  .....	  longer	  reses	  
.....	  longer	  time	  .....	  longer	  recess	  .....	  
longer	  recess	  .....	  I	  would	  make	  
recess	  longer	  .....	  more	  time	  .....	  If	  i	  
was	  in	  charge	  	  i	  would	  	  give	  them	  
longer	  time	  for	  recess	  	  	  .....	  Five	  
minutes	  longer	  .....	  I	  would	  make	  it	  
longer.	  .....	  I	  would	  make	  it	  five	  
minutes	  longer	  than	  it	  is;	  And	  
shorten	  lunch	  by	  five	  minutes.	  .....	  I	  
would	  make	  recess	  longer	  .....	  I	  
would	  change	  it	  to	  45	  minutes	  of	  
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recess	  .....	  Some	  things	  i	  would	  
change	  about	  recess	  is	  that	  I	  would	  
make	  it	  longer	  for	  the	  kids.	  .....	  first	  
make	  it	  longer	  .....	  for	  older	  kids	  
and	  I	  would	  have	  more	  time	  at	  
recess	  .....	  make	  recess	  a	  little	  
longer	  .....	  Longer	  recess	  .....	  I	  would	  
make	  us	  have	  a	  longer	  recess	  .....	  
longer	  recces	  twice	  a	  day	  .....	  I	  
would	  make	  recess	  longer	  and	  
twice	  a	  day	  .....	  LONGER!!!!!!!	  .....	  
make	  it	  longer	  .....	  2	  times	  a	  day	  .....	  
make	  it	  longer	  	  .....	  I	  would	  change	  
how	  short	  it	  is	  .....	  how	  many	  
recesses	  we	  have	  .....	  More	  time	  .....	  
longer	  recess	  .....	  2	  recess	  in	  1	  day	  
.....	  MORE	  TIME!!!!	  .....	  make	  it	  twice	  
a	  day	  .....	  make	  it	  longer	  	  
	  

Equipment	  

More	  balls	  

The	  second	  most	  requested	  change	  
was	  for	  more	  balls,	  better	  ball	  
maintenance,	  and	  additional	  
playground	  equipment.	  	  	  	  	  	  
• We REALLY need new balls. its 

like a stampede trying to get a 
ball. 

• I would buy more balls for outside 
• One last thing that I would like to 

change for our playground is more 
balls because I believe that people 
are always fighting over the 
school balls. 

• Get more balls. That is what I 
would do if I was in charge of 
recess. 

• a LOT more balls 
• Have more balls of different kinds 

(soccer balls and basket balls) 
• get a bucket of actual soccer balls 

footballs balls and bouncy balls 
• I would also get new sports 

equipment  
• I would put real sport balls and 

equipment. 
more	  balls	  .....	  better	  balls	  .....	  I	  
would	  have	  more	  bouncy	  balls	  .....	  I	  

would	  make	  there	  be	  more	  balls	  
.....	  more	  balls	  outside	  .....	  more	  
balls	  .....	  more	  balls	  .....	  more	  balls	  	  
.....	  I	  would	  have	  more	  balls	  .....	  
more	  balls	  for	  playing	  with	  .....	  
Multiple	  ball	  carts	  with	  different	  
types	  of	  balls	  .....	  more	  recess	  balls	  
.....	  more	  kick	  balls	  .....	  more	  balls	  .....	  
I	  would	  make	  more	  balls	  for	  kick	  
ball	  and	  other	  sports	  .....	  more	  balls	  
.....	  More	  bouncy	  balls	  .....	  more	  
balls	  .....	  more	  balls	  .....	  more	  balls	  
.....	  more	  balls	  .....	  better	  balls	  .....	  
more	  balls	  to	  play	  with	  .....	  Better	  
soccer	  ball's	  .....	  more	  balls	  .....	  more	  
balls	  to	  play	  with	  .....	  there	  should	  
be	  more	  balls	  .....	  better	  balls	  	  .....	  i	  
would	  have	  more	  balls	  to	  play	  with	  
.....	  improve	  the	  balls	  quality	  .....	  
more	  balls	  .....	  more	  balls	  .....	  more	  
balls	  on	  the	  play	  ground	  .....	  more	  
four	  square	  balls-‐rubber	  .....	  more	  
four	  square	  balls	  .....	  more	  rubber	  
balls	  .....	  more	  four	  balls	  .....	  more	  
balls	  .....	  get	  more	  balls	  .....	  get	  more	  
balls	  .....	  the	  balls	  .....	  get	  more	  
equipment	  for	  sports	  .....	  More	  
equipment	  	  

A	  variety	  of	  equipment	  

A	  good	  take-‐away	  for	  this	  section	  is	  
that	  we	  could	  offer	  different	  types	  
of	  inexpensive	  equipment	  (perhaps	  
not	  the	  same	  items	  every	  day)	  to	  
keep	  things	  interesting:	  jump	  ropes,	  
chalk,	  hoops,	  scooters.	  
• More toys  
• More activity things like jump 

ropes. 
• more jumpropes 
• more jump ropes 
• ride skate board or scooters  
• bikes, skate boards or other things 

that may include wheels 
• I would give more items to play 

with 
• more things to play with  
•  i would also have chalk at recess 

for kids to play with. 
• have chalk to draw 
• have chalk 

• I would say no chalk 

Maintain	  equipment	  

The	  students	  had	  ideas	  for	  other	  
inexpensive	  items	  that	  could	  
improve	  recess,	  as	  well.	  One	  simple	  
theme	  seems	  to	  be	  maintenance:	  
making	  sure	  that	  the	  playground	  
and	  its	  equipment	  is	  in	  good	  shape	  
throughout	  the	  year.	  The	  children	  
seem	  willing	  to	  help	  make	  that	  
happen,	  too.	  
• have a towel to dry of the wet 

slides 
• a little foot pump to pump the 

balls up 
• balls are more pumped up 
• i would get a pump for balls so 

they are not flat 
• If the balls are flat then pump 

them 
• There should be a ball pump for 

everyone to use 
• Newer stuff  
• fix the broken parts 
• fix broken equipment 
• more equipment 
• better equipment 

The	  blacktop	  
The	  blacktop	  area	  is	  where	  the	  kids	  
play	  four	  square,	  basketball,	  hop	  
scotch,	  and	  run.	  In	  icy,	  wet,	  or	  foul	  
weather	  recess	  is	  “blacktop	  only”,	  
meaning	  the	  children	  must	  stay	  on	  
the	  blacktop.	  

Fix	  blacktop	  

Students	  are	  noticing	  that	  the	  
blacktop	  is	  worn.	  The	  playground’s	  
blacktop	  was	  poured	  in	  the	  1960s.	  
• the cracks in hot top 
• bigger hot top 
• more room on black top 
• a newly tarred parking lot 
• Something to block the parking lot 

(I once had to run to the road to 
get our ball) 
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• more sport courts  
• fill in the dips on the black top 
• more black top 
• more hop scotch playeses 
•  i would also fix the pavement on 

the ground 
• I would change the blacktop  
• safer blacktop (no sand) 

Four	  Square	  

The	  most	  popular	  game	  on	  the	  
blacktop	  is	  four	  square.	  There	  are	  
painted	  four	  square	  courts	  in	  the	  
blacktop	  area.	  Some	  children	  play	  
four	  square	  exclusively,	  however	  
the	  placement	  of	  the	  four	  square	  
courts	  means	  that	  they	  are	  
interfering	  with	  other	  games,	  such	  
as	  tag	  or	  basketball.	  
• I would get ride of the four 

squares 
• i would have more 4 square places 
• less four square areas (they take 

up too much space). 
• i would paint the four square lines 

again 
• make every one play four square 
• more four square courts 
• less four square courts 
• more four square places 
• i would  change that there would 

be no more than maybe three four 
square things. 

• More four square 
• I would repaint the foursquare 

courts 

Basketball	  

It’s	  clear	  that	  the	  students	  would	  
like	  to	  see	  new	  Basketball	  nets	  and	  
more	  space	  for	  basketball	  courts	  on	  
our	  blacktop.	  The	  BAA	  has	  
expressed	  interest	  in	  partnering	  
with	  the	  school	  to	  improve	  our	  
courts:	  new	  nets,	  adjustable	  height	  
hoops,	  more	  balls,	  maintained	  balls,	  
and	  more	  courts	  seem	  to	  be	  the	  
highest	  priorities.	  
• a basketball pump 

• I would change the basketballs 
being kind of flat 

• new basketball hoops and balls 
• new basketball hoops 
• more basket balls 
• more basketball hoops 
• better basketball hoops (all 

different sizes) 
• brand new basketball nets 
• new basketball nets 
• Well, I would like to change the  

basketball court to a actual 
basketball court,  

• more basketball courts 
• more basket ball hops 
• better or more basketball hoops 
• more basketball hoops 
• I would add better basketball 

courts. 
• I would make better basketball 

hoops 
•  better basketball hoops 
• Should have another basketball 

court 
• better basketball hoops 
• better basketball hoops 
• smaller hoop that you can dunk on 
• New basketball hoops. 
• better hoops 
• I would get better basketball 

hoops 
• I would make more basketball 

hoops 
• I would make more basketball 

hoops 

More	  space	  
The	  third	  most	  common	  request	  
from	  students	  was	  for	  more	  space.	  
Some	  explicitly	  ask	  for	  more	  space	  
in	  the	  playground,	  others	  are	  
looking	  for	  room	  to	  “run	  around”.	  
Although	  our	  recess	  area	  is	  large,	  it	  
doesn’t	  always	  feel	  large.	  During	  
blacktop	  only	  days,	  it’s	  actually	  a	  
very	  small	  space.	  
We	  also	  lack	  clearly	  designated	  
areas	  for	  specific	  games,	  so	  children	  
playing	  tag	  are	  running	  through	  

four	  square	  games	  or	  soccer	  games.	  
If	  we	  could	  help	  the	  children	  create	  
more	  specific	  boundaries	  for	  their	  
spaces,	  the	  request	  for	  more	  space	  
might	  just	  disappear.	  
• have a specific area for specific 

games 
• a place meant for something so 

that way people won't get in your 
way when you are playing a game 

• bigger field 
• more playground structures  
• More play structure 
• bigger pay structure 
• bigger play structure 
• bigger play structures 
• biger play strucksher 
• bigger,better play structure 
• a better and bigger play structure  
• i would add a area just for kids 

who want to run around. 
• more structures 
• I would also make the playground 

structure higher and wider.  
• get more playground structure  
• bigger playground  
• Make the playground bigger 
• more places on the playground to 

run without bumping into people 
• I would have a much bigger 

playground 
• be aloud to play soccer ,football 

and tag on the playground. 
• more space to play 
• more playground structures 
• Larger playground 
• make the playground bigger 
• more space 
• more running space 
• make the playground a little bit 

bigger  
• Better playground-we don't have 

recess at Masco, so a bigger, 
better playground at Spofford 
would be nice. 

• I would add more structures. 
• make more running space 
• bigger structure 
• I would change the small 

playground into a big playground. 
• i'd make more structures 
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• bigger area 
• i would like more play strucure  
• More play area 
• i would make the playground 

bigger 
• make the playground bigger 
• more play aras 
• I would make the playground 

bigger 
• bigger castle with more stuff 
• bigger structures 
• more structure 
• more playground equipment   
• bigger play structure 
• more play ground structures 
• I would add another play set so 

the number of people on the other 
play set would decrease 

• bigger 
• more running space 
• I would add space to run around 
• bigger area 
• bigger playground 
• I would like a bigger playground 
• bigger strutter outside 
• make the playground structues 

bigger 
• Bigger playground 
• bigger playground 
• bigger and better playground 
• bigger structure 
• I would add a bigger playground 
• Expand the felid 
• I will make field bigger. 
• Expand playground 

Rules,	  Monitors,	  Behavior	  
Students	  expressed	  a	  variety	  of	  
opinions	  about	  managing	  behavior	  
on	  the	  playground:	  some	  want	  
more	  rules,	  some	  want	  less,	  and	  
some	  just	  want	  to	  see	  the	  rules	  
changed.	  Some	  children	  asked	  for	  
more	  monitors,	  suggesting	  that	  
they	  feel	  like	  things	  are	  out	  of	  
control.	  Other	  kids	  ask	  specifically	  
for	  referees,	  to	  help	  them	  play	  
games	  without	  fighting.	  

About	  Monitors	  
• use bells in your hands instead of 

the whistle because it can hurt 
your ears if they are next to you 

• monitors should play with kids 
• Recess monitors that play with the 

kids 
• I would tell recess monitors to be 

interactive 
• Spread out the recess monitors so 

that for outdoor recess, one recess 
monitor would be in each area: 
playground, field, background 
field, gym, and two recess 
monitors for the blacktop 

• if i was in charge, i would give 
each area (black top, grass, play 
structure) 2 recess monitors 

• I change the fact that we need 
recess monitors, we are old 
enough to know now to do dumb 
things.  

• There could still be monitors but 
they just keep us safe they don't 
tell us what to do 

• less recess moneters 
• let kids do what they want 
• less recess moniters 
• no lines at the end 
• more recess moniters 
• better guards 
• change the recess monitors 
• Have more recess monitors during 

recess 
•  more resses monitors 
• More recess monitors. 
• more adults 
• more lunch monaders 
• I would change the recess 

monitors 
• I would also supply kinder 

monitors who let us go inside.  
• have someone on the roof in cace 

of a roofed ball 
• On time the monitors wouldn't let 

us go in because they thought 
someone pushed someone else, so 
they didn't let them in, but then 
realized they didn't so they did let 
that person in, but the rest of the 
line had to wait outside in the 

freezing cold, while our toads 
went numb! 

Want	  referees	  

Students	  would	  like	  referees	  who	  
can	  keep	  games	  fair,	  and	  help	  
organize	  games,	  too.	  
• letting kids know how to do 

something if they don't 
• Make games more fair. 
• I would have Mr. Aho or Mr. 

Tolios come out and organize 
games 

• a referee for sports like foot ball, 
soccer, basketball, and four square 

• i would change the recess 
monitors into referees. 

• put a referee in soccer and 
basketball along with football 

• referees for games 
• referees for games 
• referees 
• refferes for games 
• i would lick referees for games 
• ref's for games 
• have someone refereeing games 
• reffs 
• Referees for games 
• referees for games 
• refs for games 
• referees for games 
• reffs for games 
• new soccer refs 
• I would have referees for games 
• I like the idea of referees 
• have referees in soccer 
• watch the games so kids won't 

fight 
• NO REFEREES 

Changes	  to	  Rules	  

On	  the	  one	  hand,	  it’s	  easy	  to	  laugh	  
when	  kids	  ask	  us	  to	  get	  rid	  of	  rules,	  
but	  on	  the	  other	  hand	  we	  need	  to	  
recognize	  that	  recess	  is	  the	  one	  
time	  of	  the	  day	  when	  the	  kids	  get	  
some	  real	  freedom.	  These	  
comments	  often	  express	  frustration	  
or	  longing	  and	  there	  may	  be	  places	  
where	  we	  can	  make	  improvements.	  	  
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• The kids would have more 
freedom but wouldn't be doing 
outrageous things. 

• be responsible for yourself. 
• A different method in lining the 

children up inside up just yelling 
which adds more noise to the 
commotion that is already going 
on 

• You are able to line up wherever 
when the whistle blows 

• i would change stay in line for 
recess just to be first 

• i would let the kids talking line  
• just let us walk in the building 

instead of lining up 
• let there be running around on the 

playground 
• i WOULD ALOW KIDS TO 

RUN ON THE PLAYGROUND 
• you can run on the playground 
• there was running on the play 

structure 
• can run on the playground 
• i would let children run on the 

play set 
• i would let the kids run on the 

structure 
• running on a playground not a rule 
• you can go on the soccer flied 
• Let people go on the lower soccer 

fields 
• you can go behined the fence 
• You can run up the slides 
• no yelling 
• no stealing 
• I would let kids tackle as long as 

they tackled carefully. 
• allow tackling 
• Firstly we could have contact in 

sports 
• let kids be a little rough 
• less safe games 
• Let kids play rough 
• I would change that we could get 

on each others backs. It doesn't 
have to be doing stunts because 
that is kind of dangerous but they 
need to let us do more things.  

• tell people to be more careful 

• to pay more attention to kids on 
the playground the climb on it 
unsafely 

• let kids climb on the structure 
• let kids climb trees 
• not having to go to the nurse for a 

little cut 
• I would change rules,and put 

bugotties at recces 
• Allow the practice of instruments 

as long as the volume is under 
control and not just random notes 

• NO RULES 
• more rules 

Social	  change	  

At	  the	  Cole	  school	  there	  is	  a	  buddy	  
bench	  where	  lonely	  children	  can	  sit	  
and	  wait	  to	  be	  invited	  to	  join	  in	  a	  
game.	  It’s	  clear	  from	  the	  comments	  
that	  Spofford	  could	  benefit	  from	  a	  
buddy	  bench,	  as	  well.	  It’s	  also	  clear	  
that	  for	  some	  children,	  recess	  can	  
be	  a	  time	  of	  stress	  and	  unhappiness.	  
• i would make a buddy system 

where you push a button and wait 
on a bench for a person to get the 
buddy call and come to you so 
you don't feel lonely . 

• No more bulling. 
• I would make sure that everyone 

is playing safe and make sure that 
no one is making fun about 
anyone else. 

• make sure no one argues  
• make sure people don't get to 

crazy 
• always include kids 
• make sure nobody bothers anyone 
• make sure nobody  forcing 

someone to do something 
• i would make sure no one gets 

hurt from any one or gets into a 
fight or gets hurt 

• no people bothering others 
• I would change how so many 

people are leaving out other 
people for no reason. 

• I want things to be more safe. 
• make shore more kids were safe 
• more people would not be fitting  

• more people would not take balls 
from people 

• more people would not be 
excluding 

• a buddy bench 
• a place where you can go if you 

are being bulled 
• better interactions with kids 
• I would have there be a need a 

friend bench 
• Find a friend stayshon 
• less arguing 
• no annoying kids 
• no excluding 
• pay more attention to bullying 
• i would stop bullying outside 

Different	  friends	  

Some	  kids	  would	  like	  to	  have	  recess	  
with	  other	  grades.	  
• I would change the amount of kids 

at one time 
• 4th and 5th graders play together 
• Maybe the 3rd graders need it but 

not 6th graders. 
• no little kids out when the fifth 

graders are out 
• let two grades go on the 

playground at once 
• going on the playground when 

another grade is on it 

Weather	  and	  Indoor	  Recess	  
Our	  survey	  was	  conducted	  before	  
the	  snow	  began	  to	  fall,	  and	  already	  
the	  children	  were	  worrying	  about	  
what	  they	  would	  be	  doing	  in	  the	  
snow.	  	  
Foul	  weather	  often	  restricts	  
children	  to	  the	  blacktop.	  It’s	  a	  
crowded	  area,	  with	  little	  room	  for	  
games.	  The	  students	  had	  a	  number	  
of	  ideas	  for	  how	  to	  improve	  this	  
situation.	  
• I don't want it to rain. 
• I don't want the field to be wet. 
• Only indoors if it's pouring rain 
• dont sent us out in the freezing 

cold 
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• no black top only 
• sleds 
• spots that will prevent wind 
• allow snowball fights 
• allowed to throw snowballs 
• allowed to climb snow banks 
• allowed to play on snow with no 

snow pants 
• i would change that if you do not 

have snow pants you should still 
be allowed to go in the snow. 

• heating areas 

Choose	  to	  stay	  indoors	  

A	  number	  of	  children	  have	  
expressed	  an	  interest	  in	  staying	  
indoors	  for	  recess,	  because	  of	  
unpleasant	  weather,	  or	  to	  have	  
some	  quiet	  time.	  Many	  suggest	  
using	  the	  gym,	  but	  other	  options	  
might	  be	  the	  art	  room	  or	  library.	  
• Have the option to stay inside and 

do homework or just play games 
inside 

• You can choose if you want to go 
out to recess 

• I would also make sure that some 
kids have the option of staying in 
during recess. It is to cold for 
some kids toy go outside.  

• be able to go inside if you are 
really hot or cold 

• I would make an option to stay 
inside 

• You have the choice to stay inside 
• let people choose to go in or 

outside for recess 
• I would make outdoor recess 

optional 
• I would let people go in the gym if 

it was too cold or too hot 
• to let people stay  i side if they 

don't want to go outside 
• We would be able to come and go 

from the outdoors when we want 
• We should be able to draw indoors 

for the day 
• Allow people to stay inside their 

classrooms to work on homework 
or general work they were behind 
in 

Indoor	  Recess	  Rules	  

Other	  kids	  had	  ideas	  for	  improving	  
indoor	  recess	  when	  it	  happens.	  
They’d	  like	  to	  be	  able	  to	  use	  the	  
gym,	  and	  visit	  friends	  in	  other	  
classrooms.	  
• have indoor recess if it would be 

blacktop only 
• on days when it needs to be indoor 

recess we get to run around in the 
gym or play games with the gym 
teachers.  

• Allow use of the gym during 
indoor and outdoor recess 

• when we have indoor recess its 
hard to get all that energy out 
when you are cooped up in a small 
classroom dying to run around and 
get some energy out.I know this 
because when my teacher has a 
class full of kids who have not had 
outside recess for a few days she 
gets kind of annoyed because she 
is trying to teach a lesson with a 
class full of students who all have 
ants in there pants. 

• During indoor recess we can go to 
the gym or any 6th grade 
classroom 

• for indoor recess let them go to 
different classrooms to see there 
friends because they get to see 
there friends outside so i think 
they should be able to see there 
friends inside. 

• I would allow kids to go from 
class to class at indoor recess 

• Allow movement between the 
same-grade classes 

• For indoor recess, spread one 
recess monitor for each classroom, 
hallways, and two for the gym 

New	  Spaces	  
Not	  all	  children	  recharge	  their	  
batteries	  by	  running	  around	  and	  
yelling.	  Some	  need	  quiet	  time	  to	  
rejuvenate.	  These	  children	  have	  
asked	  for	  quiet	  spaces	  to	  support	  
them.	  

• be quiet in line 
• A place to calm down and relax 
• i would make a reading area 
• make a reading area 
• Also a reading area for people 

who don't like to play 
• Having a place for every kind of 

person like a reading lace 
• That just send half of the class 

inside that are not talking 
• reading area 

Tables,	  Seating,	  Gaming	  Areas	  

Students	  asked	  for	  more	  tables	  
where	  they	  can	  sit	  and	  relax.	  Some	  
asked	  for	  tables	  that	  include	  game	  
boards.	  
• Shaded Reading Table-a nice, 

shaded table to read at to relax and 
not be in the glaring sun or chat 
with friends would be very 
enjoyable. 

• I would change where the benches 
are, especially the ones by the 
basketball court. I get hit by a ton 
of basketballs, and I feel like a 
jerk when I move because of it. 
Also, a lot of kids try not to hit 
me, and I feel like that distracts 
them from the game. 

• Another thing I would add is a 
picnic table for reading and board 
games. 

• If I were in charge I would change 
having benches a table for 
checkers and games 

• I would have a place to play 
games  

• special tables to do work at 
• benches 
• more places to sit 
• I would have more benches for 

sitting  
• I would watch the four square 

game. I would also watch the 
people who play basketball. 

• A table for hanging out with an 
umbrella 

• sit down 
• More benches. 
• lego tables 
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• Tables for playing cards or board 
games 

• I would put in a bench a kids 
lounge 

• benches 
• more benches 
• benches and tables 
• have a table outside by the big tree 

in the field 
• more shade and tables 
• a place for games 
• talking 
• I would have a place for people to 

just hangout 
• a place where i sit because the 

bench is wet every time. 
• Chess and checkers on tables 

(Like in parks) 

Shade	  

There	  is	  very	  little	  shade	  in	  our	  
playground,	  and	  none	  on	  the	  
blacktop.	  Blacktop	  temperatures	  
are	  usually	  20-‐30	  degrees	  warmer	  
than	  the	  surrounding	  air,	  when	  in	  
full	  sun.	  
• Shaded Areas!-in the 

spring/summer it gets REALLY 
hot and to have shaded game areas 
would really help. Maybe there 
could just be a bunch of tables 
with umbrellas to read, play 
games, cool down, and chat with 
friends. 

• i would give kids time to talk to 
there friends and cool off so you 
do not go back into class all hot 
and sweaty and jittery because 
teachers go nuts when kids can not 
sit still 

• Also since I get a rash from heat 
and the  sun I would like more 
shady areas. 

• I would have more trees planted 
so we could have more shade 

• I would want more shady areas 

shady	  areas	  …..	  I	  would	  have	  more	  
shady	  areas	  .....	  more	  shady	  areas	  
.....	  more	  shady	  areas	  .....	  more	  
shaded	  areas	  .....	  more	  shade	  .....	  
some	  shady	  areas	  .....	  	  a	  more	  

shady	  area	  	  .....	  More	  shade	  .....	  i	  
would	  like	  more	  shade	  .....	  More	  
shady	  areas	  .....	  more	  shade	  .....	  I	  
would	  add	  more	  shade	  .....	  More	  
shaded	  areas	  .....	  more	  shady	  areas	  
.....	  more	  shady	  areas	  .....	  shady	  
areas	  	  

Field	  and	  Organized	  Sports	  
It’s	  clear	  that	  the	  children	  would	  
like	  to	  be	  able	  to	  use	  the	  fields	  more	  
often	  and	  make	  better	  use	  of	  them.	  	  	  
• i would add a REAL playing field 

with REAL sports equipment for 
REAL children 

• I would make actual, painted 
fields for soccer and football 

• Put the back field to use other than 
for the occasional outdoor gym 
day 

• At recess I would let kids use the 
whole field, there are so few 
monitors, they can't see us in the 
back.  

• Sections for gymnastics or soccer 
on field 

• a turf feild with roof 
• I would have more grass 
• get a better field 
• more fields  
• a turf fild 
• Get sports nets 
• smaller feild 

Soccer	  

The	  kids	  would	  like	  soccer	  nets	  –	  
they’re	  pretty	  clear	  about	  that.	  
They	  need	  help	  creating	  spaces	  for	  
soccer	  games:	  perhaps	  painted	  lines	  
on	  the	  fields,	  perhaps	  something	  as	  
simple	  as	  cones.	  
• One thing that I would like to 

change about recess is to have a 
soccer and football field.  

• cones for making soccer fields 
• If I were in charge of recess, I 

would first put soccer nets in the 
field 

• I would like to be able to use the 
soccer fields. 

• mini soccer fields 
• put lines on field for soccer 
• be able to use the soccer fields 
• soccer nets 
• there should be soccer nets 
• new nets for soccer  
• i would get real soccer nets 
• soccer nets!!! 
• soccer nets  
• soccer goals  
• have soccer goals 
• soccer nets 
• i want soccer net  
• get soccer nets for the open pars 

of the fields 
• soccer nets 
• I would try to get soccer nets 
• soccer gols 
• soccer nets 
• ad soccer nets 
• I would only change the fact there 

is no soccer net 
• I would buy soccer nets 
• I would buy soccer nets 
• I would get soccer nets 
• i would add soccer nets 
• more soccer balls 
• soccer balls   
• have a soccer field 
•  a soccer field 
• soccer fields. 

Football	  

The	  kids	  would	  like	  to	  be	  able	  to	  
play	  football	  -‐	  and	  to	  tackle.	  They	  
love	  the	  sport	  and	  want	  a	  chance	  to	  
play	  during	  recess.	  
• I would have football filed lines 
• add put lines on field for football 
• the baseball field to a smaller 

football field 
• adding a football field 
• I would add a half of a football 

field. 
• mini football fields 
• mini field for football because a 

lot of kids play 
• Should have a football field 
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• more foot balls 
• a football field 
• have a football field 
• flags for flag football 
• I would also like to have a flag 

football set for our playground. 
• Should have refs for football 
• tackle football allowed football 

fields 
• aloud to tackle 
• footballs 
• First of all I would like tackling 

each other it would be very fun. 
• I would let kids tackle as long as 

they tackled carefully. 

Wall	  ball	  

Students	  like	  to	  toss	  balls	  against	  
the	  school	  building	  wall,	  but	  it’s	  
disruptive	  to	  the	  classrooms	  inside	  
and	  sometimes	  balls	  end	  up	  on	  the	  
roof.	  There	  are	  still	  plenty	  of	  
children	  who	  would	  like	  to	  bring	  
wall	  ball	  back.	  
• a wall for wall ball games 
• walllball walls 
• i want wali ball  
• wall ball wall 
• I would add a giant wall to throw 

balls at 
• a wall for wall ball games 
• a wall ball wall 
• be able to throw balls off the walls 
• add a ball wall 
• walls for wall ball 
• let then play wall ball and when 

its time to line up 
• bigger walls  
• I would let the students use the 

wall for games, but thats it. 
• let us play wall ball by kicking it 

against the wall 
• i would get a wall for ball games 

Other	  organized	  sports	  

Volleyball,	  hockey,	  dodge	  ball,	  
baseball,	  tether	  ball,	  lacrosse,	  
paddle	  ball	  –	  the	  kids	  would	  like	  to	  
be	  able	  to	  play	  all	  of	  these	  games.	  
Perhaps,	  with	  a	  referee	  on	  hand,	  we	  

could	  rotate	  through	  different	  
games	  each	  week.	  
• Have a vOLLEY BALL COURT 
• Volley ball court 
• street hockey with refs 
• play hockey 
• having baseball 
• cleaning up the base ball dimond 
• be able to play baseball 
• bringing out baseballs and gloves 
• a new baseball field 
• a new baseball field 
• a better baseball field (if possible) 
• a doge ball cort 
• dojball 
• a dodgeball  court 
• a dodgeball cort 
• tether ball game 
• tether ball 
• multiple teather balls 
• I would add tether ball. 
• I would add a tetherball pole 
• Also i would get more things to do 

like tether ball, volleyball, and 
actual fields.  

• Lastly I would say you could 
bring field hockey sticks, lacrosse 
sicks, hockey sticks, and any other 
sport things.  

•  More of a verity of the games we 
could play such as teather ball or 
pattle ball in the field. Maybe 
theirt could be 4 or 5 so we 
wouldnt fight 

• Should let us bring hockey and 
lacrosse sticks etc  

• kickball 
• Also I would allow baseball and 

wiffle ball. 
• have lacrosse 

Track	  

Some	  children	  would	  like	  a	  track	  
area,	  something	  designated	  for	  
running.	  Finding	  room	  for	  a	  track	  
area	  is	  tough	  –	  perhaps	  if	  the	  
schools	  get	  more	  space	  that	  will	  be	  
possible.	  
•  I would get a running track and a 

area with fake grass for landing on 

also i would like to have a free 
running area. 

• a track for running or walking 
• a track 
• a track for running 
• a track for running 
• track field 
• a trak for running and walking 
• a track 
• i would like their to be a track. 
• have a track area 
• The field would have a track 

around. 
• track 
• a track for running  
• I would make a running track. 

Invented	  Games	  

A	  number	  of	  children	  like	  to	  play	  
impromptu	  games	  like	  tag,	  hide	  
and	  seek,	  and	  games	  that	  they	  
invent	  like	  Cheese	  Monster,	  Night	  at	  
the	  Museum,	  Cops	  and	  Robbers,	  or	  
Infection.	  For	  this	  to	  work,	  though,	  
they	  need	  flexible,	  spaces	  ideally	  
with	  some	  obstacles	  and	  zones.	  	  
Currently,	  they	  find	  themselves	  
running	  through	  the	  playground	  
(which	  is	  not	  allowed)	  or	  working	  
around	  the	  games	  on	  the	  blacktop	  
and	  the	  field	  (which	  makes	  
everything	  seem	  crowded).	  
• Play tag on the playground 
• no running on play ground 
• let kids play tag on the structure 
• i would change tag 
• you can play tag on the 

playground 
• kids would be able to play tag on 

the playground 
• we can play tag on the playground 
• I would let kids play tag on the 

playground 
• more escape areas for tag 
• play tag 
• let people play tag on the 

playground 



Student	  Open	  Response	  Survey	  Results	   	   Page	  10	  of	  38	  

More	  activities	  

The	  kids	  are	  looking	  for	  variety;	  
playing	  the	  same	  thing	  every	  day	  is	  
just	  not	  that	  fun.	  
• I would change the fact that there 

are so little things to do. 
• Funner activeties 
• more games 
• more activities 
• more sports games 
• More games. 
• Adding more activities for the 

children to do 
• more activities, 
• more games and equipment 

Playground	  
Finally,	  we	  come	  to	  suggestions	  for	  
the	  playground.	  Part	  of	  this	  process	  
for	  us	  was	  realizing	  that	  recess	  is	  
about	  much	  more	  than	  the	  
playground.	  It	  plays	  a	  vital	  role	  in	  
recess,	  but	  there	  are	  also	  many	  
other	  components	  that	  the	  children	  
care	  deeply	  about.	  
There	  are	  a	  number	  of	  kids	  who	  
suggest	  that	  it	  playground	  be,	  
simply,	  better.	  As	  we’ve	  already	  
seen,	  there	  are	  many	  requests	  (in	  
the	  section	  on	  More	  Space)	  that	  the	  
playground	  be	  bigger,	  as	  well.	  
• change the playground  
• better playground 
• to get a better playground 
• A better playground 
• More obstacles on the playground. 
• More bridges to cross. 
• more structures 
• a nicer play ground 
• new play ground 
• The play structure would be more 

like the new Cole Castle. 
• The play structure would be more 

interesting than it is now. 
• more playground structures 
• get new playground equiment 
• i would like the play ground to 

have a theme 

• a new thing like at cole that big 
thing 

• I would like to change 
theplayground 

• Change the Shape of recess area 
• a better play structure 
• treehouse 
• a tree house 
• better play structure 
• mushrooms the ones at cole 

school 
• Better playground 
• More obstacles on the playground 
• we should get some new things in 

our playground 
• if i was in charge i would change 

how the playground looks 
• better playground  
• I would change the playground 
• if i was in charge, i would add a 

relatively hard obstacle course 

Playground	  surface	  and	  materials	  

Students	  don’t	  like	  the	  way	  wood	  
chips	  get	  in	  their	  shoes,	  and	  they	  
also	  find	  the	  metal	  on	  the	  
playground	  to	  be	  cold	  and	  wet.	  
• I would have no medal on the play 

ground 
• The playground(metal is hard if 

someone falls) 
• cushins on the handles of the 

spinner 
• wood chips should be traded for 

turf 
• plastic playground 
• safe turf  
• no annoying wood chips that get 

in your shoes 
• rubber on swing chains  
• Softer ground (even the grass 

hurts when you fall!) 
• turf under the playground like cole 

school 
• turf under the playground 
• softer space for running 
• saffer running place 
• safer running space 
• I would make the blacktop a little 

softer so people wouldn't get hurt 

• put soft turf so if you fall you 
won't get hurt 

• safer ru 
• safer running place-terf 
• safer place to play on 
• safer place to play on 
• turf like Cole School's playground 
• no wood chips 
• Turf-I really don't like the wood 

chips, they get in your shoes, and 
really hurt, I love the turf at Cole 
though. 

Swings	  

Of	  the	  specific	  playground	  requests,	  
there	  were	  two	  favorites:	  swings	  
and	  climbing	  areas.	  Lots	  of	  children	  
asked	  for	  swings	  and	  some	  asked	  
for	  tire	  swings,	  which	  enable	  
multiple	  kids	  to	  swing	  together,	  
unpredictably.	  
• more swings because lots of 

people like to go on them 
• We would have a tire swing. 
• tire swings 
• I would have no swings 
• no swings more structure 
Tire	  Swing	  .....	  P	  tire	  swings	  .....	  put	  
at	  least	  2	  tire	  swings.	  .....	  more	  
swings	  .....	  more	  swings	  .....	  more	  
swings	  .....	  a	  little	  higher	  swings	  .....	  
more	  swings	  .....	  i	  would	  get	  new	  
swings	  that	  aren't	  rusted	  .....	  more	  
swings	  .....	  more	  swings	  .....	  more	  
swings	  .....	  swinging	  ropes	  .....	  put	  
more	  swings	  .....	  more	  swings	  .....	  
more	  swings	  .....	  more	  swings	  	  .....	  
More	  swings	  .....	  More	  swings	  .....	  
more	  swings	  .....	  more	  swings	  .....	  
new	  swings	  	  .....	  have	  a	  lot	  more	  
swings	  .....	  more	  swings	  .....	  more	  
swings	  .....	  the	  swings	  

Climbing	  

Climbing	  was	  every	  bit	  as	  popular	  
as	  swinging.	  
• Another thing is to add a jungle 

gym. I love to climb things. 
• more climbing areas!!!!!!!! 
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• make it has fun as coles 
playground(love the rock wall) 

• more playground structures to 
climb on 

• i would like if it had a rock 
climbing wall 

• a rope to climb on 
• a small rock wall 
• ropes for climbing 
• more monke bors 
• rock wall 
• more climbing structures. 
• more climing things 
• Rock Wall in the new playground 
• i would chance the fact it has very 

little space to climb 
• make a rock wall 
• a bigger rock climbing wall 
• put climbing walls up 
• climbing wall 
• there would be a climbing wall 
• more tings to climb on 
• more things to clime on 
• rockwall 
• I would add a rock wall 
• I would get more things to climb 

on 
• maybe a climbing wall  
• i would also make a climbing 

wall. 
•  I would add a rock climbing wall.  
• more climbing things 
• Make more things to climb on 
• rope ladder 
• rock wall 

Gymnastics	  

There	  are	  a	  lot	  of	  kids	  who	  enjoy	  
gymnastics:	  monkey	  bars,	  swinging,	  
and	  hanging	  areas	  are	  part	  of	  their	  
typical	  requests.	  
• think it would be nice if there 

where another bar and beam 
• if i was in charge, i would put a 

pole specifically for climbing 
(with pads on the bottom, so if 
someone fell, nobody would get 
hurt) 

• I would get gym mats for people 
doing gymnastics 

• A lower bar 
• monkey bars 
• a balance beam 
• lower swinging bars 
• i would make the monkeybars 

higher 
• i would get a new gymnastics bar 

( the other one fell off ) 
• I could tell them to not do the 

monkey bars in a new playground. 
• more bars 
• more gymnastic bars on the 

playground 
• make them build more gymnastics 

bar 
• More bars 
• more and longer monkey bars 
• more bars to swins on 
• more monkey bars 
• pull up bars 
• more monky bares  
• more monkey bars 
• more bars to swing on 
• poles 
• the monkey bars 
• pole 
• let people do gymnastics 
• let kids do gymnastics in a safe 

area 

Slides	  
• better slides 
• a slidding thing 
• more slides  
• More slides. 
• more fun slides 
• more slides 
• bigger slides 
• better slides 
• slides 

Zip	  line	  

The	  playground	  currently	  has	  one	  
short	  zip	  line	  that	  can	  only	  be	  used	  
by	  one	  child	  at	  a	  time.	  	  	  
• light pushes on the zip line thingy 
• a zipline 
• zip line 
• zip lines 

• a zip line 
• zipline 
• zip line 
• no zip lines 
• ziplins 

Spinning	  elements	  

While	  the	  monitors	  and	  staff	  don’t	  
like	  spinning	  elements	  (the	  kids	  
tend	  to	  over	  do	  it),	  the	  kids	  enjoy	  
them	  very	  much.	  There	  are	  spinning	  
elements	  that	  come	  with	  speed	  
limiters,	  and	  some	  that	  more	  than	  
one	  or	  two	  children	  can	  use	  at	  a	  
time.	  
• i would like the spinny chairs on 

the playground 
• another spinning thing 
• more spiny things 
• no spinny thing  
• I would make more spiny things 
• more spinning things 
• more spiny things 
• i would change that you can go on 

the spinney thing 
• more spiny things  
• big sitting spinny thing 
• take out spiny thing 
• I would make more things that 

spin kids think things that are 
awesome 

• more spinners 

Jumping	  

Kids	  like	  to	  jump	  and	  bounce.	  
Finding	  safe	  elements	  for	  this	  might	  
be	  a	  challenge,	  but	  there	  is	  definite	  
interest.	  
• more things to jump on 
• a big trampoline 
• i want trampoline  
• a  tramplens  
• trampoline area 
• trampoline 
• trampolines 
• trampilys 
• a really big trampoline 
• trampoline 
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Wild	  Ideas	  
In	  some	  ways	  it’s	  easy	  to	  look	  at	  this	  
section	  and	  dismiss	  it.	  In	  other	  
ways,	  it	  can	  be	  considered	  a	  source	  
of	  inspiration.	  	  

One	  child	  asks	  for	  a	  maze	  –	  maybe	  
one	  day	  we	  could	  set	  up	  a	  
temporary	  maze,	  in	  chalk,	  in	  the	  
field?	  Another	  child	  asks	  for	  a	  golf	  
course:	  what	  about	  a	  foot	  golf	  
putting	  green?	  And	  who	  can	  say	  no	  
to	  more	  flowers?	  	  
Some	  kids	  are	  practical:	  a	  clock	  and	  
a	  water	  fountain	  might	  make	  life	  
easier	  for	  all.	  
• One thing I would change is to 

add a few flowers to the area. 
Everything is just brown. We need 
color. 

• better landscape 
• clocks 
• water fountains 
• a water stand 
• a water bubler 
• a water fountain 
• refreshments for track people 
• ice cream 
• snowcones 
• i would have music be played 

such as eminem 
• if i was in charge, i would play 

music while people play whatever 
they play 

• music at recess 
• I would also change the fact that 

we can't bring thinks like 
instruments because some people 
are in bands with friends 

• pet animals to play with 
• I would make some spots to hide 

for hide and seek 
• obstikle course 
• a maze 
• A small whiteboard floor or wall 

to draw on (or chalkboard) 
• if i was in charge, i would put an 

american flag in the middle of the 
field 

• hiding spaces 
• golf course 

• i would build a sandbox 
• go carts 
• how about a go cart 
• pogo stick 
• laser tag 
• i would let devices be brought in 
• You're allowed to play with 

electronics  
• youtube 
• Video games 
• snow blowing machines 
• ut in a hot tub 
• a pool 
• a swimming pool 
• make a pool 
• in the summer theres a pool and in 

the winter it a skating/hockey rink 
• NO boys 
• i dont know 

What	  are	  five	  things	  you	  
really	  like	  about	  recess?	  
This is a good way to understand 
what children are enjoying about 
recess now. These are things we 
don’t want to lose, but might be 
able to improve. One student’s 
answer is a poem: 

i	  like	  friends	  
i	  like	  air	  
i	  like	  hoops	  
i	  like	  pavement	  
i	  like	  grass	  

Many	  students	  answered	  with	  a	  
laundry	  list	  of	  their	  favorite	  parts	  of	  
recess.	  Here	  are	  some	  typical	  
responses:	  
• A couple of things I really like 

about recess are that you get some 
free time away from learning and 
you get to talk to your friends. 
Another thing that I enjoy about 
recess is that I get to play my 
favorite sport, soccer. The third 
thing I like about recess is the 
fresh air and the freedom I have. 
Lastly, having competitive games 
at recess is really fun and 

enjoyable. Those are some things I 
love about recess.  

• I really like talking with friends on 
the benches, and also playing tag 
with other friends as well. I like 
swinging on the swings, and 
watching people play basketball 
and football with friends. I watch 
more than play for most of the 
time. 

• I really like to play four square, I 
do that most of the time in the 
spring, and fall. And in the winter 
I usually talk with my friends, and 
I mostly play on the playground, 
and when I get bored of four 
square, I play basketball. 

• I really like when my sister, a 
third grader is still outside when I 
come out to recess.  I like playing 
four square with her.  I also like to 
swing, and talk with my friends.  
Sometimes I like to be alone, but 
most often I like being with my 
friends. 

• I used to like playing on the 
swings, but I don't really do that 
now. Sometimes I just like to be 
alone in the winter since there's 
really nothing to do. During the 
fall, I just play a little tag and 
sometimes but rarely go on the 
swing. In the spring, I just kick a 
ball around the field until the 
recess monitors blow the whistle. I 
think I'm going to come back to 
swinging. 

• My favorite things about recess is 
hanging out with friends, playing 
with friends, also I like playing 
four square sometimes I like 
playing basketball and walking 
around and talking.  

• One of the things I love to do at 
recess is playing with my friend J. 
He is super cute and funny to be 
with. In the winter I like to tromp 
around in the snow. Also I like to 
play this game with the zip line. 

• One thing that I like about recess 
is that we have a big field so we 
can play lots of games. Also I 
have lots of friends so we have a 
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big game of tag or infection. 
Another thing I like about recess 
is that our school has a four square 
boxes so I sometimes like to play 
for square with my friends too.  

• You can catch up on school work, 
play with friends in homeroom 
and talk with them, talk to the 
people who are old friends that are 
not in your homeroom, you can 
get a lot of exercise and be by 
yourself sometimes. 

• You can talk with friends,catch up 
on school work.Also talk with 
people who are not in your class.I 
think that we need a biger 
playground, and have chalk to 
draw. 

	  

Friendship	  
It’s natural to spend a lot of time 
talking about equipment and 
spaces in recess, but we need to 
remember that those are in 
support of the children’s favorite 
activity: being with friends. This 
was mentioned 188 times in the 
responses to this section – 54% of 
the children mention it. Even 
other responses, like tag, will 
include mention of friends: 
“playing tag with my friends”.  
• My friends and I usually just walk 

around the field and talk. We 
jump around and do things like 
fooling around and doing yoga:) 
or we try to. We try to do 
gymnastics but we fail. But 
usually we just stand and talk to 
each other. Before school at 
recess, I usually do the same 
thing. I just stand in line and talk 
to my friends hoping we can come 
inside soon. I also talk to the 
recess monitors to say hi. 

• being out with my friends, playing 
with my friends, talking with my 
friends, having a fun time. 

• One thing I like about recess is I 
get to see my friends and play four 
square.Another thing I like about 
recess is that I can tawk. to my 
friends. 

• During recess i love to hang out 
with friends.Me and my friend 
group usually we talk about the 
what we did during the day. 

• You get to hang out with friends 
and play the games you like. 

• what I like about recess is that you 
get to be with your friends. Also 
you can play with your friends.  

• Since some of my good friends are 
in a different class I can talk with 
them and play with them 

• One thing I like is hanging out 
with my friends from other classes 
than mine. 

• You get to see your friends in 
other classes 

• i like to hang with  my friends i 
never see on a daily school day  

• The opportunity to hang out with 
friends and  people who you don't 
usually get to hang out, such as 
people in other classes 

• I like to see my friends from 5 
grade because I didn't see them for 
2 month when school is close. 

• I like to be with all my friends in 
the other classes who I don't get to 
see, talk 

• I like hanging out with my friends 
and playing tag on the playground. 

• playing with friends and playing 
on the swings,running in the 
field,talking with friends,hanging 
out with my best friends 

• I like spending time with my 
friends who are not in my class. 

• I like the fact that i can  socialize 
with my friends I don't get to see 
often.   

• I like to see my friends in other 
classes because I never have time 
to see them on the weekends or 
after school 

• I like making new games with my 
friends.I like talking to my 
buddies.I like how my friends 
hang out with me. 

Playing	  with	  friends.	  .....	  being	  with	  
friends	  .....	  talk	  with	  friends	  .....	  
people	  .....	  I	  like	  to	  talk	  to	  my	  
friends.	  I	  like	  to	  hang	  out.	  .....	  I	  like	  
to	  talk	  with	  my	  friends.	  	  	  .....	  just	  
talking	  with	  friends	  on	  the	  field.	  	  
.....	  talking	  to	  my	  friend	  .....	  talking	  
with	  friends	  .....	  talking	  to	  people	  in	  
other	  classes	  .....	  talking	  with	  
freinds	  .....	  hanging	  out	  with	  
friends	  .....	  talking	  with	  friends	  .....	  
Being	  with	  all	  my	  friends	  .....	  being	  
with	  friends	  .....	  talk	  with	  friends	  .....	  
being	  with	  friends	  in	  other	  classes	  
.....	  being	  with	  my	  friends	  .....	  A	  way	  
to	  talk	  with	  my	  friends	  .....	  all	  my	  
friends	  are	  out	  at	  the	  same	  time	  .....	  
chatting	  .....	  hanging	  out	  with	  my	  
friends	  .....	  make	  new	  friends	  .....	  
just	  talking	  .....	  Just	  talking	  .....	  my	  
friends	  .....	  Nobody	  is	  bullying	  
anyone!!!!	  .....	  play	  with	  friends	  	  .....	  
The	  ability	  to	  talk	  to	  friends	  .....	  talk	  
.....	  talk	  to	  friends	  .....	  talk	  with	  
friends	  .....	  Talk	  with	  friends	  .....	  
talking	  .....	  talking	  .....	  talking	  with	  
friends	  .....	  talking	  with	  friends	  
while	  playing	  tag	  .....	  Talking	  with	  
friends.	  .....	  talking	  with	  my	  friends	  
.....	  to	  talk	  with	  friends	  .....	  you	  get	  
to	  hangout	  with	  friends	  .....	  you	  can	  
see	  all	  you	  friends	  in	  other	  classes.	  
.....	  You	  can	  see	  friends	  from	  other	  
classes.	  .....	  Talking	  with	  friends	  .....	  
Also	  you	  get	  a	  chance	  to	  talk	  with	  
friends.	  	  	  .....	  To	  see	  friends	  from	  
other	  classes	  .....	  spend	  time	  with	  
your	  friends	  .....	  spending	  time	  
with	  my	  friends	  .....	  Spending	  time	  
with	  people	  .....	  see	  all	  friends	  	  .....	  
Seeing	  all	  of	  my	  friends	  at	  recess	  is	  
cool	  too	  .....	  seeing	  friends	  from	  
other	  classes	  and	  resting	  my	  brain.	  
.....	  Seeing	  my	  friends	  	  .....	  I	  really	  
like	  talking	  with	  my	  friends	  .....	  get	  
to	  be	  with	  friends	  .....	  Talking	  with	  
friends	  .....	  get	  to	  play	  with	  friends	  
.....	  get	  to	  see	  friends	  .....	  Get	  to	  see	  
friends	  from	  other	  classes	  .....	  
sometimes	  just	  talk	  with	  my	  
friends	  .....	  Hang	  out	  with	  friends	  
.....	  I	  like	  to	  talk	  with	  friends	  .....	  i	  
like	  to	  Have	  fun	  with	  friends	  and	  
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stop	  bullying!!!!!!!!	  .....	  talking	  with	  
friends	  .....	  talking	  to	  my	  friends	  .....	  
playing	  with	  friends	  .....	  talk	  with	  
my	  friends	  .....	  I	  love	  talking	  with	  
my	  friends	  .....	  Talking	  with	  friends	  
.....	  talking	  with	  my	  friends,	  making	  
new	  friends	  .....	  i	  like	  that	  you	  can	  
be	  with	  friends	  in	  different	  classes	  
to	  talk.	  .....	  Talk	  with	  friends	  .....	  I	  
can	  talk	  to	  friends	  .....	  I	  like	  being	  
able	  to	  talk	  and	  play	  with	  my	  
friends.	  .....	  That	  I	  get	  to	  play	  with	  
my	  friends.	  	  .....	  I	  like	  hanging	  out	  
with	  friends.	  	  .....	  i	  like	  too	  talk	  .....	  i	  
like	  being	  with	  my	  friends	  .....	  Talk	  
with	  friends	  .....	  i	  like	  that	  (most	  of	  
the	  time)	  people	  get	  along	  .....	  I	  
enjoy	  being	  with	  my	  friends	  in	  the	  
morning	  .....	  hanging	  out	  .....	  
hanging	  out	  with	  friends	  .....	  
Hanging	  with	  my	  friends	  .....	  talk	  
with	  friends	  .....	  I	  can	  talk	  to	  my	  
friends	  .....	  I	  enjoy	  talking	  with	  my	  
friends	  while	  I	  swing	  on	  the	  
swings	  .....	  I	  get	  to	  hang	  out	  with	  
my	  friends	  .....	  Talking	  with	  friends	  	  
.....	  I	  get	  to	  play	  sports	  with	  my	  
friends	  .....	  I	  get	  to	  see	  a	  lot	  of	  my	  
friends	  from	  other	  classes	  .....	  
playing	  with	  friends	  .....	  I	  like	  being	  
able	  to	  have	  a	  time	  to	  hang	  out	  
with	  friends	  .....	  I	  like	  being	  able	  to	  
see	  people	  from	  other	  classes	  .....	  I	  
like	  being	  with	  my	  friends	  from	  
other	  classrooms.	  .....	  talk	  with	  my	  
friends	  .....	  my	  favorite	  part	  of	  
recess	  is	  getting	  to	  chat	  with	  
friends	  .....	  play	  and	  talk	  to	  my	  
friends	  .....	  playing	  with	  best	  
friends	  .....	  Being	  with	  friends	  .....	  
playing	  with	  friends	  .....	  talk	  to	  
friends	  .....	  playing	  with	  my	  friends	  
.....	  playing	  with	  my	  friends.	  .....	  Talk	  
.....	  Talking	  with	  friends	  .....	  I	  like	  to	  
play	  with	  my	  friends	  .....	  talk	  with	  
friends	  .....	  I	  like	  to	  play	  with	  my	  
friends.	  .....	  talking	  to	  my	  friends	  .....	  
hanging	  out	  with	  friends	  .....	  talk	  
with	  friends	  .....	  talk	  with	  my	  
friends	  .....	  I	  like	  to	  see	  friends	  from	  
other	  classes	  and	  some	  time	  to	  talk	  
with	  my	  friends.	  .....	  Talk	  .....	  I	  like	  
to	  see	  my	  friends	  from	  other	  

classes	  .....	  talk	  with	  friends	  .....	  I	  
like	  when	  you	  get	  to	  hang	  out	  with	  
friends	  .....	  seeing	  friends	  in	  other	  
classes	  .....	  talking	  with	  friends	  .....	  
talk	  with	  my	  friends,	  be	  with	  
friends	  that	  aren't	  .....	  getting	  to	  
talk	  with	  friends	  .....	  talking	  with	  
friends	  .....	  talking	  with	  friends	  .....	  I	  
talk	  to	  my	  friends	  .....	  I	  love	  talking	  
to	  my	  friends	  at	  recess	  .....	  i	  like	  
having	  fun	  and	  getting	  to	  be	  with	  
your	  friends	  .....	  talk	  to	  friends	  .....	  i	  
also	  like	  the	  kids	  i	  play	  with	  .....	  talk	  
to	  friends	  .....	  I	  like	  playing	  with	  my	  
friends	  .....	  being	  with	  my	  friends	  
.....	  I	  like	  talking	  with	  my	  friends	  .....	  
i	  also	  like	  that	  we	  can	  play	  with	  
our	  friends	  .....	  being	  with	  friends	  
.....	  I	  like	  that	  we	  get	  to	  hang	  out	  
with	  our	  friends	  .....	  I	  like	  that	  you	  
have	  a	  chance	  to	  hang	  out	  with	  
friends	  .....	  talking	  with	  friends	  .....	  I	  
like	  to	  play	  and	  talk	  at	  recess	  .....	  i	  
get	  to	  talk	  to	  my	  friends	  .....	  You	  get	  
to	  see	  and	  play	  with	  your	  friends	  
.....	  you	  get	  to	  see	  your	  friends	  that	  
are	  not	  in	  your	  class	  .....	  talking	  
with	  friends,	  .....	  you	  can	  hang	  out	  
with	  people	  you	  might	  not	  hang	  
out	  with	  on	  a	  daily	  bases	  .....	  I	  like	  
that	  I	  can	  talk	  to	  my	  twin	  .....	  
sometimes	  talk	  to	  other	  kids	  .....	  
Being	  able	  to	  talk	  with	  y	  friends	  .....	  
being	  with	  friends	  .....	  talking	  with	  
friends	  .....	  I	  like	  hanging	  out	  with	  
my	  friends	  that	  aren't	  	  in	  my	  class	  
.....	  I	  like	  how	  recess	  gives	  you	  a	  
time	  to	  hangout	  with	  your	  friends	  
.....	  talk	  to	  friends	  .....	  i	  like	  seeing	  
my	  friends	  that	  are	  not	  in	  my	  class	  
.....	  My	  five	  favorite	  things	  to	  do	  at	  
recess	  are	  talk	  to	  my	  friends	  .....	  i	  
talk	  with	  friends	  .....	  you	  get	  to	  talk	  
with	  friends	  .....	  Talk	  to	  my	  friends	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
.....	  i	  like	  play	  whit	  my	  frindes	  .....	  I	  
really	  like	  to	  talk	  to	  friends	  .....	  
friends	  .....	  playing	  with	  friends	  .....	  
Talk	  with	  my	  friends	  while	  I	  play	  
.....	  talking	  with	  friends.	  .....	  You	  get	  
time	  to	  spend	  with	  friends	  .....	  I	  like	  
playing	  with	  all	  my	  friends	  .....	  
talking	  .....	  talk	  and	  play	  running	  

games	  during	  spring	  and	  summer	  
.....	  Being	  with	  friends	  	  

Freedom	  
Kids	  like	  the	  chance	  to	  cut	  loose,	  
run	  around,	  be	  free,	  and	  go	  wild.	  

Getting	  a	  break	  
• comedic relief 
• letting out your crazy energy 
• Fool around and be really 

goofy!!!! 
• No rules 
• I like that you can have a little bit 

of freetime and can relax a 
little,etc. 

• i like the break from learning 
• we don't have to do any work 
• To be able to be loud 
• we can just play 
• I also like that you don't have to 

be in school doing something 
boring like math.  

• I really like about recess is that i 
get excercise. 

• you get to get out of your seat, It 
is sort of like free time for 
students 

• I just love to have a break from 
school and run around freely 

• you can stand up instead of sitting 
down all day. 

• can give my brain a break,and not 
being in school. 

• I like to have fun.I like to play. 
• having fun,getting energy out. 
• I think recess is a good break 

during the school day and from 
school work.      

• I really like that we get a break 
from the classroom 

• I also enjoy getting all my energy 
out. 

• A fresh breath from learning 
inside for more than 5 hours 
straight 

• I like how recess gives you a time 
to ventilate your energy 

• I like to have a time where a can 
be as loud as I want 
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• A way do get my energy out so I 
can do better in class 

• not be cramped up in the 
classroom  

• It's fun to just run outside and get 
my energy out. 

• Being able to exercise freely and 
however way you want 

• I like to have time where I can get 
my energy out 

• Having time to relax from school 
• I like how recess gives you a 

break from working 
• i like that we can let all the stress 

from  school 
• I like that your being active 
• I like to get my energy out 
• You get to stretch out instead of 

sitting at a desk 
• Free time 
• Exercise helps with mental health, 

and clears the mind 
• I like how your get to let out your 

energy 
• i like that it is a break from school 
• Getting a break from school 
• I like getting my energy out 
• get a break of work  
• taking a little break off learning 
• I like to have a time in the day that 

I can relax 
• You can be active 
• The free time and the time to talk. 
• I can get my energy out 
• Doing whatever you want at 

recess 
• you get to do whatever you want 
Being	  able	  to	  run	  around	  .....	  Being	  
active	  .....	  Finally	  getting	  a	  brake	  .....	  
A	  way	  to	  do	  the	  things	  I	  love	  to	  do	  
.....	  A	  way	  to	  have	  fun	  and	  let	  loose	  
.....	  break	  from	  school	  .....	  everyone	  
knows	  what	  they	  want	  to	  do.	  .....	  
free	  time	  .....	  free	  time	  .....	  lots	  of	  
areas	  to	  play	  .....	  lots	  of	  things	  to	  do	  
.....	  no	  assignments	  .....	  no	  math	  	  .....	  
being	  able	  to	  stretch	  my	  legs	  .....	  no	  
orders	  .....	  being	  able	  to	  run	  around	  
.....	  no	  work	  .....	  The	  ability	  to	  rome	  
.....	  The	  free	  time	  .....	  There	  are	  a	  lot	  
of	  things	  to	  do	  .....	  the	  options	  to	  do	  

different	  things	  	  .....	  get	  exercise	  .....	  
get	  free	  time	  .....	  get	  to	  do	  what	  
ever	  you	  want	  .....	  getting	  energy	  
out	  .....	  getting	  to	  fool	  around	  .....	  its	  
like	  a	  fun	  exercise	  	  .....	  What	  I	  like	  
about	  recess	  is	  how	  i	  can	  talk	  .....	  
getting	  to	  take	  a	  break	  from	  
working	  .....	  Lots	  of	  open	  area.	  	  .....	  
there	  is	  a	  lot	  of	  room	  to	  play	  in	  .....	  I	  
like	  the	  room	  .....	  space	  .....	  space	  .....	  
alot	  	  of	  space	  .....	  having	  fun	  .....	  I	  
like	  being	  at	  the	  far	  end,	  so	  I	  don't	  
get	  tagged	  

Running	  (and	  walking)	  around	  

That	  freedom	  often	  translates	  into	  
simple	  running,	  which	  the	  kids	  
greatly	  enjoy.	  In	  the	  winter	  time,	  
when	  recess	  is	  only	  on	  blacktop,	  it’s	  
harder	  for	  them	  to	  be	  able	  to	  run	  
freely.	  
• walking around the field 
• it gives alot space to run around. 
• I like to run on the fields with my 

friends 
• I like that the field is long enough 

to have races 
• I really like to run around on the 

field with my friends  
• I really like the big field so I can 

play with friends and just run 
around 

• i get to run around and i get to 
have fun. 

• You get to run around and play 
sports and you can scream as loud 
as you want to. 

• walking around the black top 
• playing a few running games 
• i like getting to talk and run 

around 
• I like running around in the field 
• sometimes racing on the field  
• running around and having fun 
• running around /mile run 
• you can run around to have fun. 
• Walk around on the play ground 
running	  around	  	  .....	  running	  
around	  the	  playground	  .....	  run	  
around	  .....	  running	  around	  .....	  I	  can	  

run	  around	  	  .....	  i	  like	  to	  run	  around	  
.....	  running	  around	  .....	  running	  
around	  .....	  running	  .....	  running	  
around	  	  .....	  running	  .....	  i	  like	  run	  .....	  
running	  .....	  running	  .....	  Run	  .....	  run	  
a	  lot	  .....	  run	  around	  on	  the	  field	  .....	  
running	  .....	  running	  and	  playing	  .....	  
running	  around	  .....	  Running	  
around	  .....	  running	  around	  in	  
circles	  .....	  Running	  around	  with	  my	  
friends	  .....	  running	  in	  the	  field	  .....	  
Run	  around	  the	  playground	  .....	  	  i	  
like	  to	  walk	  around	  	  .....	  walking	  
around	  .....	  walking	  .....	  Walking	  
around	  

Fresh	  Air,	  Outdoors	  
Being	  outside,	  getting	  fresh	  air,	  and	  
enjoying	  the	  play	  elements	  that	  
nature	  provides.	  
• things I like about recess is how it 

gives students a break and some 
fresh air.  

• I like that we can go outside and 
play. 

• I like being able to get fresh air 
• I also like walking around 

enjoying the sun while talking to 
friends 

• In all seasons the leaves/ice on the 
ground are fun to play with 

• diving in the leaves  
• Trying to catch leaves 
• I like the little shed 
• I like the fact that i can get fresh 

air 
• When it is hot you are able to go 

outside and cool off. 
• getting fresh air and take a break 

from schoolwork 
• not being stuck inside all day 
• Also i like getting fresh air and 

running around. 
i	  get	  to	  be	  outside	  .....	  you	  get	  to	  get	  
fresh	  air	  .....	  you	  can	  play	  at	  school	  
and	  go	  outside	  .....	  fresh	  air	  .....	  
being	  outside	  .....	  I	  get	  to	  be	  outside	  	  
.....	  I	  Iike	  that	  we	  get	  fresh	  air	  .....	  I	  
like	  to	  get	  fresh	  air	  	  .....	  We	  get	  to	  
be	  outside.	  .....	  The	  fresh	  aire	  .....	  
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The	  fresh	  air	  .....	  Getting	  fresh	  air	  
.....	  Fresh	  air	  .....	  Fresh	  air	  .....	  getting	  
fresh	  air	  .....	  get	  fresh	  air	  .....	  getting	  
fresh	  air	  .....	  being	  active,	  doing	  
new	  things,	  and	  get	  fresh	  air	  .....	  
fresh	  air	  .....	  fresh	  air	  .....	  fresh	  air	  

Games	  
Children	  mentioned	  many	  different	  
games,	  but	  the	  most	  common	  ones	  
were	  running	  games:	  Tag,	  for	  
example.	  They	  also	  have	  invented	  
games	  like	  Cheese	  Monster,	  Night	  at	  
the	  Museum,	  Hide	  and	  Seek,	  Cops	  
and	  Robbers,	  or	  Infection	  and	  these	  
were	  mentioned	  often,	  as	  well.	  

It’s	  a	  good	  reminder	  for	  us	  that	  
often	  the	  best	  recess	  areas	  are	  wide	  
open	  spaces	  and	  elements	  that	  
make	  invented	  games	  possible:	  
cones,	  lines,	  “bases”,	  and	  obstacles.	  
Children	  mention	  that	  they	  like	  to	  
play	  tag	  in	  the	  play	  ground,	  but	  
that	  is	  often	  not	  allowed,	  since	  
running	  in	  the	  playground	  is	  
dangerous.	  
• Usually I play a sort of tag game 

called Cheese Monster. The only 
thing is that we need the bridge 
for a base. 

•  I like to play museum guards 
• usually I play a game called 

cheese monster were the tagger is 
on the ground and the players are 
on the playground so I need  a 
play ground to do that. 

• A game called "cheese monster" 
• Pretend my friend and I are on a 

mission 
• A game called museum 
• Another thing I like is playing tag, 

so I can release energy and not be 
hyper in class. 

• I do not usually go on the 
playground only when i am 
playing a game of tag with my 
friends.  

• once and a while my friends and I 
like to play tag in the fields. 

• Other times I play mueseum  and 
ninga which are on the ground. 

• PLAYING TAG AND 
RUNNING AROUND 

• playing tag with friends and night 
at the museum. 

• Playing world cup with my friends 
• I especially like to play tag on the 

play structure 
• I used to like to play tag on the 

play ground but they don't let us 
anymore.  

• I like playing tag games and I like 
to hide so places to hid and places 
with more than one exit like slides 

• I like to play a game called 
Cheese Monster with some of my 
friends which is played on the 
play structure. 

• Some times like to play on the 
field and do things like: doing 
cheerleading, and playing baby 
with my best freinds .  

• playing tag/infection on the play 
ground 

• I love to be included with tag. 
• i like to play tag and  freeze tag 

and hide and seek 
big	  running	  space	  on	  the	  field	  for	  
tag	  .....	  cops	  and	  robbers	  .....	  Cops	  
and	  Robbers	  .....	  games	  .....	  go	  into	  
the	  felid	  and	  play	  tag	  .....	  hide	  and	  
seek	  .....	  Hide	  and	  Seek	  .....	  I	  do	  not	  
normally	  play	  tag,	  but	  it's	  fun	  .....	  I	  
like	  playing	  freeze	  tag	  .....	  i	  like	  
playing	  tag	  .....	  I	  like	  playing	  tag	  .....	  
I	  like	  playing	  tag	  in	  the	  field	  with	  
my	  friends	  .....	  I	  like	  playing	  tag	  
sometimes	  with	  my	  friends	  last	  
year	  .....	  I	  like	  playing	  tag	  with	  my	  
friends	  .....	  i	  like	  tag	  .....	  I	  like	  to	  
Make	  up	  games.	  .....	  i	  like	  to	  play	  
cops	  an	  robbers	  .....	  I	  like	  to	  play	  
hide	  and	  seek	  sometimes.	  	  .....	  I	  like	  
to	  play	  tag	  .....	  I	  like	  to	  play	  tag	  .....	  i	  
like	  to	  play	  tag	  and	  run	  around	  .....	  I	  
like	  to	  play	  tag	  at	  recess	  .....	  i	  like	  to	  
play	  tag	  on	  the	  play	  structure	  .....	  I	  
like	  to	  play	  tag	  with	  my	  friends.	  .....	  
i	  love	  to	  play	  tag!	  .....	  I	  play	  tag	  with	  
a	  couple	  of	  friends	  .....	  I	  really	  like	  	  
playing	  tag	  	  .....	  I	  really	  like	  playing	  

tag	  with	  my	  friends	  .....	  I	  really	  like	  
tag	  .....	  i	  will	  sometimes	  play	  
infection	  .....	  infection	  .....	  infection	  
.....	  Infection	  .....	  knock	  out	  .....	  Make	  
up	  games	  .....	  make	  up	  my	  own	  
games	  .....	  museum	  .....	  news	  
channel	  .....	  obstical	  courses	  .....	  play	  
copes	  and	  robbers	  .....	  play	  cops	  
and	  robbers	  .....	  play	  cops	  and	  
robbers	  .....	  play	  games	  .....	  play	  
hide	  in	  go	  seek	  .....	  play	  house	  .....	  
play	  infection	  or	  tag	  during	  fall	  .....	  
play	  tag	  .....	  play	  tag	  .....	  play	  tag	  .....	  
play	  tag	  .....	  play	  tag	  .....	  play	  tag	  .....	  
play	  tag	  .....	  play	  tag	  .....	  play	  tag	  .....	  
play	  tag	  .....	  play	  tag	  .....	  play	  tag	  .....	  
play	  tag	  .....	  play	  tag	  .....	  play	  tag	  .....	  
play	  tag	  .....	  Play	  tag	  .....	  Play	  tag	  .....	  
Play	  tag	  .....	  Play	  tag	  .....	  Play	  Tag	  .....	  
Play	  tag	  with	  friends	  .....	  play	  tag	  
with	  friends.	  .....	  play	  tag.	  .....	  Play	  
tag.	  .....	  Playing	  box.	  .....	  playing	  cops	  
and	  robbers	  .....	  playing	  cops	  and	  
robbers	  .....	  playing	  cops	  and	  
robbers	  on	  the	  field	  .....	  Playing	  
games	  that	  we	  make	  up	  .....	  playing	  
news	  with	  my	  friends	  .....	  playing	  
pretend	  on	  baseball	  field	  .....	  
playing	  pretend	  with	  friends	  .....	  
playing	  tag	  .....	  playing	  tag	  .....	  
playing	  tag	  .....	  playing	  tag	  .....	  
playing	  tag	  .....	  playing	  tag	  .....	  
playing	  tag	  .....	  Playing	  tag	  .....	  
playing	  tag	  	  .....	  playing	  tag	  and	  
cops	  and	  robbers	  .....	  some	  time	  I	  
play	  tag.	  .....	  tag	  .....	  tag	  .....	  tag	  .....	  tag	  
.....	  tag	  .....	  tag	  .....	  tag	  .....	  tag	  .....	  tag	  
.....	  tag	  .....	  tag	  .....	  tag	  .....	  tag	  .....	  tag	  
.....	  tag	  .....	  tag	  .....	  Tag	  .....	  tag	  .....	  night	  
in	  the	  museum	  .....	  tag/infection	  .....	  
the	  third	  thing	  ing	  i	  like	  to	  do	  at	  
recess	  is	  to	  play	  tag!!!!!	  

Four	  Square	  

This	  game	  was	  mentioned	  101	  
times	  in	  the	  responses.	  
• We also play four square. In our 

friend grpoup four square is a big 
competition We take 4 sqaure to 
the next level. 
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• I like to play four square and tag 
in the fall and spring.  

• I also like to play 4-square 
sometimes 

• I like being able to play a 
competitive game of four square. 

• i like to play four square with my 
friends because there fun to play 
with. 

• i love playing 4 square with my 
friends during summer fall and 
spring 

• I sometimes like to play four 
square if foot ball isn't a option. 

• i like how there is 4square, 
basketball,i like how things are 
now. 

• Another thing I really like about 
recess is that I can play four 
square with a ball. 

• Four Square is a pretty laid back 
and fun blacktop game 

• I like to play four square  with my 
friends. 

• play a TON of 4 square with my 
friends 

• the pavement it has a out line for 
four square 

• on wet days 4 square is nice to 
play 

• the first thing i like about recess is 
to play four square. 

• I like playing four square with a 
lot of my friends 

four	  square	  .....	  play	  four	  square	  .....	  
foursquare	  .....	  four	  square	  .....	  four	  
square	  .....	  four	  square	  .....	  four	  
square	  .....	  there	  is	  more	  four	  
square	  boxes	  than	  one	  .....	  
foursquare	  .....	  I	  like	  four	  square	  .....	  
i	  like	  play	  four	  square	  .....	  I	  like	  four	  
square	  the	  most	  .....	  four	  square	  .....	  
playing	  4	  sqaure	  .....	  i	  love	  playing	  
four	  square	  .....	  And	  four	  square	  is	  
very	  fun.	  .....	  the	  four	  square	  boxes	  
.....	  I	  play	  four	  square	  	  .....	  Play	  Four	  
Square	  .....	  I	  like	  four	  square	  .....	  not	  
really	  play	  four	  square	  .....	  At	  
recess	  I	  like	  to	  play	  four	  square	  at	  
recess.	  .....	  I	  like	  playing	  four	  
square.	  .....	  Playing	  four	  square	  
with	  friends	  .....	  I	  like	  playing	  four	  

square	  with	  my	  friends	  .....	  i	  play	  
four	  square	  .....	  Play	  Four	  Square	  .....	  
four	  square	  .....	  foursquare	  .....	  play	  
four	  square	  .....	  four	  square	  .....	  I	  like	  
to	  play	  four	  square	  .....	  playing	  four	  
square	  .....	  at	  recess	  i	  like	  to	  play	  
four	  square	  .....	  play	  four	  square	  .....	  
play	  four	  square	  .....	  play	  four	  
square	  .....	  play	  four	  square	  .....	  play	  
four	  square	  .....	  play	  four	  square	  .....	  
Play	  four	  square	  .....	  play	  four	  
square.	  .....	  playing	  four	  square	  .....	  
playing	  four	  square	  .....	  Playing	  
four	  square	  .....	  Playing	  four	  square	  
.....	  Playing	  four	  square.	  .....	  Playing	  
four-‐square,	  .....	  most	  fun	  	  pac-‐man	  
four-‐square	  .....	  the	  four	  square	  .....	  
the	  four	  square	  court	  .....	  The	  four	  
square	  tiles	  .....	  Four	  Square	  .....	  
sometimes	  play	  four	  square	  .....	  
four	  square	  areas	  .....	  four	  square	  
squares	  .....	  four	  square	  with	  
friends	  .....	  I	  like	  playing	  four	  
square	  .....	  I	  like	  playing	  four	  
square	  with	  friends.	  .....	  four	  square	  
.....	  four	  square	  .....	  four	  square	  tiles	  
.....	  four	  squar	  .....	  four	  square	  .....	  
four	  square	  .....	  four	  square	  .....	  four	  
square	  .....	  four	  square	  .....	  four	  
square	  .....	  four	  square	  .....	  four	  
square	  .....	  four	  square	  .....	  four	  
square	  .....	  four	  square	  .....	  four	  
square	  .....	  four	  square	  .....	  four	  
square	  .....	  four	  square	  .....	  Four	  
square	  .....	  Four	  Square	  .....	  four	  
square	  	  .....	  four	  square	  	  .....	  four	  
square	  .....	  four	  square	  

Basketball	  
Mentioned	  60	  times	  
• i LIKE PLAYING basket ball 
• basketball with a lot of people 
• Basket ball is very fun. 
• I like playing basketball with my 

friends 
• I like the basketball court 
• Another thing I like is playing 

basketball. 
• I like to play basketball with my 

friends 

• I really like that at recess i can 
play basketball with my friends. 

• I play basketball, so at recess I 
play knockout or a pickup game 

• Basketball is really fun in winter 
because it is slippery and you 
never know if the ball will hit the 
ice and bounce really high 

• Basketball is my favorite sport so i 
like playing at recess 

• Another thing i like to do is play 
basketball  

• randomly shooting hoops 
• shoot hoops in the basket  
• the height of the basketball hoops 
• I never play basketball at recess. 
basketball	  .....	  basketball	  .....	  play	  
basketball	  .....	  i	  like	  to	  play	  basket	  
ball	  .....	  basketball	  .....	  baketball	  
hoops	  .....	  basket	  ball	  .....	  playing	  
basketball	  .....	  basketball	  .....	  play	  
basketball	  .....	  shoot	  hoops	  .....	  
Playing	  basketball	  .....	  play	  
basketball	  .....	  basket	  ball	  .....	  
basketball	  .....	  I	  like	  to	  play	  
basketball	  .....	  basket	  ball	  .....	  basket	  
ball	  .....	  basket	  ball	  .....	  Basket	  ball	  
court	  .....	  basketball	  .....	  basketball	  
.....	  basketball	  .....	  basketball	  .....	  
basketball	  .....	  basketball	  .....	  
basketball	  .....	  basketball	  .....	  
basketball	  .....	  basketball	  .....	  
basketball	  .....	  basketball	  .....	  
basketball	  .....	  Play	  basket	  ball.	  .....	  
play	  basketball	  .....	  play	  basketball	  
.....	  Play	  basketball	  .....	  playing	  
basketball	  .....	  Playing	  basketball	  .....	  
occasionally	  Basketball	  .....	  some	  
times	  basketball	  .....	  shoot	  hoops	  .....	  
play	  basketball	  

Soccer	  
Mentioned	  48	  times	  
• I think we should have actuall 

soccer nets though because i see 
all the kids using jackets as goals. 

• Soccer is also fun because we play 
world cup sometimes. 

• I like to play soccer(World Cup) 
• play with the yellow balls they 

have like wall ball or soccer 



Student	  Open	  Response	  Survey	  Results	   	   Page	  18	  of	  38	  

• I do play soccer sometimes when 
there's no options 

• play my favorite sport soccer or 
world cup at recess 

• World Cup (soccer game) 
I	  like	  to	  play	  soccer	  .....	  playing	  
soccer	  .....	  i	  like	  to	  play	  soccer	  .....	  
soccer	  .....	  i	  really	  like	  at	  recess	  
playing	  soccer	  on	  the	  field	  .....	  It	  is	  
really	  fun	  to	  play	  soccer	  .....	  soccer	  
and	  soccer	  .....	  soccer	  .....	  playing	  
soccer	  .....	  I	  play	  a	  little	  soccer	  .....	  
Play	  Soccer	  .....	  soccer	  sometimes	  
.....	  i	  like	  playing	  soccer	  	  .....	  i	  like	  
the	  field	  for	  soccer	  .....	  play	  soccer	  
.....	  i	  like	  soccer	  .....	  I	  also	  like	  to	  play	  
soccer.	  	  .....	  play	  soccer	  on	  the	  grass	  
.....	  playing	  soccer	  .....	  soccer	  .....	  
Soccer	  is	  fun	  to	  play	  in	  spring	  .....	  	  i	  
also	  like	  to	  play	  soccer	  .....	  doing	  
soccer	  .....	  play	  soccer	  .....	  play	  
soccer	  .....	  play	  soccer	  .....	  play	  
soccer	  .....	  Play	  soccer	  .....	  soccer	  .....	  
soccer	  .....	  soccer	  .....	  soccer	  .....	  
soccer	  .....	  soccer	  	  .....	  soccer	  swings	  
.....	  playing	  soccer	  .....	  playing	  soccer	  
.....	  Playing	  soccer	  .....	  Practicing	  
soccer	  skills	  .....	  soccer	  

Football	  
Mentioned	  43	  times	  
• I like playing football with a few 

of my friends. 
• I like playing football so a few 

tiny football fields 
• I think that i like foot ball only on 

sunny days because on rainy days 
people slip. 

• I like playing football in fall 
because its the perfect time of year 

• I like to play football  with my 
friends. 

• I like playing football with my 
friends 

playing	  football.	  .....	  football	  .....	  play	  
football	  .....	  football	  .....	  football	  .....	  i	  
love	  playing	  football	  .....	  playing	  
football	  .....	  Play	  Football	  .....	  i	  like	  to	  
play	  football	  .....	  play	  football	  .....	  
play	  footdall	  .....	  i	  like	  american	  
football	  .....	  I	  like	  playing	  football	  

.....	  i	  like	  playing	  football	  .....	  I	  like	  to	  
play	  football.	  .....	  I	  like	  to	  play	  
football	  at	  recess	  .....	  playing	  
football	  .....	  football	  .....	  football	  .....	  
football	  .....	  football	  .....	  football	  .....	  
football	  .....	  football	  .....	  football	  .....	  
football	  .....	  play	  football	  .....	  Play	  
football	  .....	  play	  football	  on	  the	  
grass	  .....	  playing	  football	  .....	  
playing	  football	  .....	  playing	  football	  
in	  the	  field	  .....	  Football	  .....	  Play	  
Football	  .....	  Playing	  football	  .....	  
football	  

Other	  games	  

Children	  mentioned	  kick	  ball,	  “just	  
playing	  with	  balls”,	  jump	  rope,	  
“sports”,	  and	  general	  games	  on	  the	  
blacktop	  as	  more	  general	  answers	  
71	  times.	  
• some of the time if there are good 

jump ropes i would jump rope 
• In the spring and fall I like to go 

to a certain spot and jump rope 
with my friends.  

• There's time to have fun. 
• the amount of balls we have 
• there are different things to do. 
• Sometimes we have to sprint 

outside to get the balls first so we 
can kick it around 

• I like that there are more balls 
than last year 

• I like that there is lots of balls 
• I also like that there are enough 

balls for everybody. 
• The amount of four square balls is 

nice. Everyone uses them. 
• the baseball dimonds 
• wall ball 
• jump roping 
• tennis game  
• i like that its allowed to play 

sports during recess 
• playing sports 
• playing kickball 
• playing kickball 
• playing kickball 
• kickball 
• I like playing kick ball. 

• kickball 
• there is a baseball I use it as a kick 

ball field 
• kick ball 
• play kick ball 
• playing kickball 
• playing kickball 
• kickball 
• kickball 
• kickball 
• Passing around a ball 
• kicking a ball back and forth 
• ball 
• i like to play games with balls 
• I like to play games with balls. 
• playing with a ball 
• playing with a ball 
• play with tennis balls 
• balls 
• When we can't go on the structure, 

i like to play octopus (a jump rope 
game) with anyone who walks by 
and wants to play.jump ropes 

• bouncy balls 
• jump rope 
• jump rope 
• jump rope 
• jump rope 
• Jump rope 
• jump ropes 
• jump ropes 
• jump roping 
• jump roping 
• Jumprope 
• play jump 
• play jump rope 
• gup rope 
• the chalk 
• black top 
• i like when I'm with my friends on 

the black top and just play 
something.  

• Hop scotch 
• I like to play hop scotch.                 
• pavment 
• play on blacktop 
• the black top 
• the look of the road 
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The	  Field	  

The	  field	  itself	  was	  widely	  praised	  
mainly	  for	  its	  size	  73	  times.	  
• I like to walk on the field with my 

friends 
• i like that their is a field and a 

black top 
• I also walk around the field with 

my friends. 
• I also like that we are allowed to 

play in the field. 
• i like that there is a very open field 

to play on 
• I like that there is the big open 

field to play in 
• i like that  we have a good open 

space in the field. 
• I also enjoy being in the field area, 

especially the far back area near 
the trees. 

• huge field 
• I mostly play in the field with my 

friends not always one the 
playground 

• The field is really fun because it 
could be wet and slippery. 

• the second thing i like about 
recess is to play on the field. 

• there is a big field outside 
• I like to play in the field 
• field 
• play in the field 
• fled 
• Playing on the field 
• playing on field 
• playing in the field 
• playing in the baseball field 
• playing games on field 
• I the spring i love playing soccer 

in the field 
• I have a lot of fun playing soccer 

in the field with my friends 
• I have fun running on the field 
• i like the field 
• I like playing on the field with my 

friends. 
• I like playing with a ball on the 

field 
• I like that the field is big 
• i like the big field 
• I like the big flied 

• I like to play in the fields and hang 
out 

• I like to play on the field. 
• i like to play on the fields 
• play in field 
• playing in the field 
• playing in the field 
• the big fields 
• I like playing in the field. 
• Big Field\Grassy area 
• I like theres a field 
• Playing on the field 
• I really like to play in the field 
• I  LIKE the field 
• play on field 
• I like the big field 
• play in the field 
• feild games 
• field 
• field to walk on 
• big field 
• big field 
• play games on field 
• play in the felld 
• Play in the field 
• play in the field  
• play in the filed 
• Play on the field. 
• Play on the fields 
• play on the filed 
• play on the filed 
• the field 
• the field 
• the field 
• The big field 
• The big field 
• The big field 
• the field 
• the giant field  
• the big field 
• Playing in the field 
• play in the field 

Playground	  
The	  children	  mention	  the	  
playground	  specifically	  56	  times,	  
but	  they	  also	  mention	  specific	  
elements	  of	  the	  playground:	  slides,	  
monkey	  bars,	  spinning,	  etc.	  

• i like the playground lastly i like 
the swings. 

• I play on the playground structure 
• The bridge on the playground 
• I like to go on the playground on 

wet days. 
• I also love to play on the 

playground. 
• I go play on the play on the 

playground. 
• I like the whole play structure in 

general. 
• I like to play on the playground. 
• the playground, although it could 

be a little bigger 
• I think the play set is fun but a bit 

small.  
• I like to go up cool ways on the 

jungle gym / playground and 
down the slides 

• I like to play on different play 
structures on the playground  

• play ground 
• playground 
• I like to play on the playground.                 
• the playground 
• playing on the playground 
• playing on the playground  
• play on the structure 
• playing on the structure 
• I like playing on the playground 
• play on the play ground 
• i like to climb on the different 

structures 
• the playground  
• i also like the play ground 
• the play structure 
• Play on the play ground  
• Playing on the playground 
• I like the playground 
• playground 
• i like that the playground i s big 
• climb on the playground 
• play on the play ground , 
• Play on the playground. 
• play on the play ground  
• play on the playground 
• play on playground 
• play on playground 
• play on a fun playground 
• playground 
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• playground 
• playground 
• playground 
• playground 
• playground structure 
• the playground 
• the playground 
• The playground 
• the stepping stones 
• the playground 
• playground in fall and spring 
• structure 
• going on the playground 
• large structure 
• on playground 

Swings	  

Swings	  were	  mentioned	  74	  times.	  
• I like the swings on the 

playground 
• I like playing on the swings and 

playground. 
• the swings are good when its 

sunny 
• In 5 grade I just play swing. 
• I like to swing with one of my 

friends (we mainly jump off 
them). 

• I like the swings and don't really 
use them, but when I do I enjoy 
them. 

• i like that there are enough swings 
for people who wants them 

• i really like swinging, jumproping, 
and hanging upside-down on the 
monkey bars. 

• I like to play with my friends on 
the swings. 

• I like swinging,  
• I like the swing set.  
• I also like to go on the swings or 

the slide. 
• I like to play on the swings 
• i like to sit on the swings with the 

breeze in my face 
• I like to swing 
• I like to swing on the swings. 
• do cool tricks on the swings 
•  i get to swing with my friends 
• swings 

• swings 
• I like to swing on the swings. 
• Playing on the swing   
• playing on the swings 
• I like going on the swings 
• go on the swings 
• I like swinging a lot. 
• I like swinging on the swings 
• I like to swing on the swings. 
• I like to go on swings 
• going on the swings 
• the swings  
• swings 
• The Swings 
• The play ground has a swing set 
• swings 
• the swings 
• I like the swings 
•  the swings 
• i like play swings 
• I like the swings. 
• Swinging 
• swinging on the swings 
• swing 
• swinging 
• swinging on swings 
• the swings swing REALLY high 
• swings 
• play on the swing 
• the swings 
• swig with frends 
• swing 
• swing 
• swing 
• swing 
• swing 
• swing on the monkey bars 
• Swing with friends 
• swinging 
• swinging 
• Swinging on a swing. 
• swinging on the swings 
• swinging on the swings 
• swings 
• swings 
• swings 
• swings 
• swings 
• Swings 
• Swings 

• Swings 
• swings 
• Sit on swing. 
• Go on the swings. 
• good swings          
• swings 

Gymnastics	  

The	  monkey	  bars	  or	  other	  gynastic	  
elements	  were	  specifically	  
mentioned	  55	  times.	  The	  bars	  are	  
often	  crowded	  and	  in	  high	  demand,	  
so	  children	  will	  go	  into	  the	  field	  and	  
do	  gymnastics	  on	  the	  grass.	  
• I also like that I can go on the bar 

and do gymnastics. 
• Play on the bar is fun but gets to 

crowded 
• Using the gymnastics bar(its very 

crowded because a lot of people 
use it) 

• I think swinging and hanging 
upside-down on the monkey bars.  

• I like hanging on the monkey bars 
and just letting out all of my 
energy. 

• I love the monkey bars but there 
to small for people bigger than 
like 4/9          feet tall.  

• I also go into the field we go into 
the far back field and do 
gymnastics or just walk and talk. 

• i also like to play on the monkey 
bars. 

• playing on the monkey bars 
• I like to play on crazy monkey 

bars 
• monkey bars 
• flips on the bars 
• The bar 
• the bar high and low 
• the big monkey bars, 
• I play on the monkey bars 

sometimes 
• Also I like the chin up bar. 
• even a little gymnastics at recess 
• I like going on the monkey bars. 
• I like the monkey bars 
• I like to tumble 
• i like to go on gymnaastics bar 
• using the bar 
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• tumbling (gymnastics) 
• I like to do gymnastics. 
• do tricks on the monkey bars 
• Go on the bar 
• gymnastics 
• the monkey bars 
• clime high and do flips 
• doing gymnastics 
• Doing gymnastics on the field 
• doing kartweels 
• Doing monkey bars. 
• monkey 
• monkey  bars 
• monkey bars 
• monkey bars 
• monkey bars 
• monkey bars 
• monkey bars 
• monkey bars 
• monkey bars 
• monkey bars 
• monkey bars 
• monkey bars 
• monkey bars 
• Monkey bars  
• monkey bars 
• Play on the monkey bars                                                                                                   
• using the bar 
• Gymnastics 
• gymnastics in the field, 
• monkey bars 

Spinning	  

Spinning	  is	  mentioned	  25	  times.	  
There	  is	  one	  spinning	  elemento	  on	  
the	  playground,	  and	  it	  can	  be	  used	  
by	  up	  to	  three	  children	  at	  a	  time.	  
• I like the spiny thing but id like it 

to be bigger.  
• spiney thing 
• I also like the blue spiny thing on 

the playground it's so fast. 
• I really like the spinning toy. 
• i like the spiny figure, jumpy 

figure, and how you get up and 
down near the right side of the 
play ground 

• the thing you grab onto then spin 
• I like playing on the spinner 
• spin! 

• go on the spiny thing. 
• the spinners 
• the spinning thing 
• the spinning thing 
• the spinny thing 
• Another thing is that the 

playgrounds spinny thingy is 
SUPER fast 

• spin thing 
• spinny thing 
• spinny thing 
• spinny thing 
• spinny thing 
• spinny thing. 
• spiny thing 
• Spiny thing 
• go on the spiny thing 
• Going on the spiny thing 

Other	  playground	  elements	  

Climbing,	  sliding,	  using	  the	  zip	  line	  
are	  mentioned	  26	  times.	  
• i like the parts of the play 

structure that you climb on  
• clim on a rook wall, go down a 

tunnel slide, and regular monkey 
bars 

• going on slides 
• I love going down the slide. 
• playing on the slide 
• I like climing 
• climb 
• climb 
• climbing poles 
• Play on slide 
• the slides 
• To go on the slide 
• slides 
• slipprey slides 
• going down the slide 
• play on the slide 
• the zip line 
• the zipline 
• zip line 
• Zip line 
• zip line thing 
• JUMPING with friends 
• rock wall - with the chain 
• play on the rock wall 

Winter	  and	  weather	  

Even	  though	  the	  survey	  was	  
conducted	  before	  any	  snow	  had	  
fallen,	  children	  were	  looking	  
forward	  to	  their	  time	  in	  the	  snow.	  
Looking	  forward	  to	  winter	  play	  was	  
mentioned	  19	  times,	  whereas	  2	  
children	  mention	  that	  they	  don’t	  
like	  winter.	  
• In the winter, I like to play on the 

snowbanks.  
• Playing in the snow 
• playing in the snow  
• I like playing in the snow in the 

wintertime. 
• if it's winter play in the snow 
• i like to go on the snow banks in 

the winter 
• I like to play in the snow when it 

is winter. 
• if it is winter and there is snow i 

like climbing on the snow 
• play in the snow 
• playing in snow 
• I like to go on the snowbanks 

during the winter if we can 
• When it snows, the big hill things 
• winter playground 
• We can play in the snow during 

winter. 
• Snow  
• snow in winter 
• in the winter i like to play on the 

snow pile  
• Play in snow 
• play in the snow 
• I like recess in the spring or fall 

because its not to hot not to cold at 
recess most of the time  

• In winter I can just talk to my 
friends. 

Quiet	  and	  Rest	  

Not	  all	  children	  recharge	  by	  
running	  around	  and	  being	  loud.	  29	  
children	  indicated	  quiet	  and	  rest	  
was	  one	  of	  their	  five	  favorite	  things	  
during	  recess.	  
• Another thing I also like is 

chilling out. 
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• You can rest from work for a little 
• Morning recess I would mostly 

like to be alone. 
• I like that I have time to sit and 

read books that I want to read 
• I have a lot of time to read my 

new book because in class I didn't 
really have time to read my new 
book that i brought. 

• I would like to read at recess also. 
• I also do not play four square 

sometimes i will watch for a little 
but then i will leave and play on 
the field. 

• sit by myself 
• I get to get a rest from 

schoolwork. 
• do cheerleading 
• playing on my own some times 
• very calm 
• quiet 
• relaxing 
• i like to be alone 
• nothing 
• some time when I read all my 

book 
• read 
• nothing 
• sit by myself 
• sit on the bench 
• Siting in the shade. 
• relaxing  
• watching other people play things 
• Do cheerleading  
• benches 
• play cards on the bench 
• pickneck tables 

Other	  
The	  other	  category	  includes	  a	  few	  
children	  who	  enjoy	  sensory	  
experiences:	  the	  mulch	  and	  the	  
chain,	  for	  example.	  It	  also	  includes	  
children	  who	  enjoy	  drawing	  and	  
singing.	  
• I LOVE that the recess monitors 

are really kind and they make sure 
everyone's safe!!!!! 

• i like that the recess monitor's are 
not too strict 

• people don't cheat 
• Getting to enjoy yourself before 

you get to Masco (or some other 
middle/high school) 

• I like the variety of things you can 
do 

• I like how there are so many 
things to do at recess 

• Sing with my friends 
• Look at my friend's drawings 
• drawing  
• mulch 
• the mulch part of the playground 
• I like the little bouncy mushroom 

things to in the shade so if its hot 
we can sit on them.  

• I like talking with friends in the 
field, but really wish that there 
was a shaded table you could sit 
down at during recess if you 
wanted to talk or read.  

• I like the shade 
• I never get bored 
• I don't find myself really liking 

any thing about recess expect the 
fact in takes up school time. It's 
average. 

• I like everything. 
• i like mostly every thing 
• I like that recess is long 
• I like that recess is after lunch 
• You ca do more than just one 

thing 
• there are so many things to do 
• I like how its after lunch because 

I'm always hungry 
• I like that it is near the middle of 

the day 
• everything 
• i like mostly every thing 
• line up lines 
• the rock-wall-with-chain 
• the black outlining of the 

playground 
• kids that are annoying, kids that 

are annoying, kids that are 
annoying, kids that are annoying 

• athletic show-offs 
• boney thing 
• I like everything 

What	  are	  five	  things	  you	  
really	  do	  NOT	  like	  about	  
recess?	  
This question is used to uncover 
what it is that children dislike 
about recess. Some children 
express frustration with things 
like poor equipment, whereas 
others have stories about being 
lonely or bored. 

Social	  woes	  
Probably	  the	  hardest	  category	  to	  
read	  is	  children	  talking	  about	  social	  
challenges	  that	  they	  face	  on	  the	  
playground.	  Some	  of	  the	  arguing	  
over	  games	  might	  be	  solved	  with	  a	  
referee,	  children	  who	  are	  lonely	  
might	  find	  that	  a	  Buddy	  Bench	  will	  
help.	  
• I do not like me 
• I do not like being alone 
• Sometimes my friends want to do 

other things. 
• I don't like how the people in 

recess don't allow you to join 
games if they've already started 

• when the boys come over and 
when you tell them to leave they 
don't 

• When people fight about what 
they do or who is alloud to play 
with them 

• Sometimes kids can steal a ball 
my friends and I are using. 

• a buddy bench so she some one is 
alone and there is no one to play 
with some one will ask to play 
with you 

• people not wanting you to play 
with them, people taking your ball 

• sometimes people make you do 
things you don't want to do 

• I don't like being bothered by 
other kids to play games that I 
don't want to play 

• bullying 
• Be alone 
• be alone  
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• I haven't seen this but it's a way 
for kids to be away from teachers 
and bully other kids 

• we get into arguments a lot when 
playing competitive games 

• I don't want to be alone 
• being alone 
• fighting 
• getting hurt 
• I do not like to be alone 
• FIGHTING!!!!! 
• boys 
• scareing the other girls 
• I sometimes i feel alone 
• arguing 
• Friends leave. 
• Friends get mad. 
• Friends yell at each other. 
• Friends push each other. 
• people argue to much 
• athletic show-offs, athletic show-

offs 
• sometimes unfair 
• When people argue 
• I don't like when someone is not 

fair.  
• My friends are sometimes bad 

sports because they lost. 
• i dont like be alone 
• people to not argue 
• fighting during games 
• cheating during games 
• sometimes people are alone, 

hardly though 
• Kids are way too competitive 
• people cheet at games 
• I do not like the arguments about 

who got out 
• I just cannot stand bullying 
• being lonley 
• I don't like all the arguing outside.  
• i don't like if you get in to a fight 

with your friends. 
• people excluding other people 
• i don't like that people sometimes 

get excluded 
• I don't like to be alone. 
• I do not like to be alone. 
• bullying 
• fighting 
• Much bulling happens at recess. 

• I don't really like to be alone a lot 
• kids always ask, "are you 

playing?" 
• line up 
• I do not like the bullying 
• being alone 
• kids being mean 
• playing alone 

Monitors	  
Some	  children	  frustrated	  with	  the	  
adults	  that	  must	  enforce	  the	  
playground	  rules.	  
•  if your next to a recess monitor 

and they blow the whistle it 
REALLY hurts your ears 

• I wish the recess monitors were 
more interactive 

• I don't particularly enjoy the end 
of recess when all the monitors are 
barking at you do be quiet or to 
stop doing something. I think they 
could have a better approach but 
don't know how they could 
achieve that. Although, with there 
method now, they're just getting 
the nickname from some of us:  
"cranky". 

• How the recess monitors treat us 
like little kids 

• I do not like line up  
• takes your ball 
• I don't like how strict the recess 

monitors are. 
• I don't like how the recess 

monitors generally stay to 
themselves 

• The recess monitors are WAY to 
strict 

• to many moniters 
• i don't like so much supervision  
• recess monitors 
• the recess monitors are 

unnecessary... they do nothing 
except talk 

• the recess moniters are not always 
very nice. It would be good if they 
could just let us play.  

• I do not like when we have to line 
up for recess.  They bring out a 
timer.  

• i don't like that when you really 
need the recess monitor, they're 
not around 

• waiting in line 
• more adelts 
• One thing i do not like about 

recess is that when we play four 
square and when people get out 
they disagree and force the four 
square to redo and then the people 
in line never get in. I feel there 
should referees for games. 

• Reffs 

Rules,	  and	  Restrictions	  	  

If	  we	  remember	  that	  one	  of	  their	  
favorite	  things	  about	  recess	  is	  the	  
sense	  of	  freedom,	  it’s	  easy	  to	  see	  
how	  they	  might	  chafe	  at	  rules.	  	  
• I don't like that there are so many 

rules 
• i don't like how many restricted 

rules we have i wish we had more 
"freedom" 

• NOT BEING ABLE TO RUN ON 
THE PLAY GROUND 

• No running on playground 
• can't run on the playground 
• no running on the playground 
• I don't like how we aren't able to 

run on the playground and how we 
can climb on the top of the outside 
of the playground.  

• kids kick balls 
• We are not allowed to go in the 

woods 
• Rules such as: No aggressive 

sports, No running on wood chips 
• I don't like that we can't run on the 

wood chips. 
• you cant run on the playground. 
• not being aloud to tackle 
• I don't like how they don't let us 

run on the play ground, we can't 
kick the ball against the wall 

• I wish we were allowed to get on 
each others backs 

• you can't climb all over the 
playground 

•  I don't like the rules they make 
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• snowbank rule (can't go on one 
higher than an monitor) 

• the wet playground rule 
• we should have more freedom in 

the snow 
• Not being able to use the larger 

field in the back during outdoor 
recess 

• we are not allowed to go on the 
playground when grade 3 is out 

• Waiting in line to go inside 
• i don't like that people are so noisy 

at the line so we can't go inside 
quickly 

• i don't like that too many fun 
games are banned 

• don't like that it takes so long for 
the recess moniters to get us inside 

• I don't love how we are not 
allowed to do physical contact 

• no jumping off swings 

Getting	  Hurt,	  Collisions	  

At	  the	  same	  time,	  we	  must	  
remember	  that	  the	  rules	  are	  there	  
to	  protect	  children	  from	  harm.	  
Some	  kids	  make	  it	  very	  clear	  that	  
they	  find	  recess	  hazardous	  and,	  at	  
time,	  frightening.	  One	  idea	  is	  to	  post	  
rules	  so	  that	  all	  the	  children	  know	  
what	  they	  can	  and	  cannot	  do	  in	  the	  
playground.	  Another	  idea	  is	  to	  
clearly	  separate	  certain	  play	  areas,	  
so	  that	  children	  aren’t	  overlapping	  
games	  in	  the	  same	  space.	  
• People always are very rushed and 

running on the play set, so I avoid 
that area 

• People who look back and don't 
pay any attention to anybody 
around them so they bump into 
people all recess long, those kinds 
of people drive me crazy 

• some people get to crazy and 
accidentally hurt eachother 

• kids kick balls in the air and could 
hit people in the head, kids could 
push, kick other people. 

• Random games going on 
everywhere 

• It hard to play a game without 
running into another persons game 

• When people interfere with our 
games. 

• sometimes kids are playing tag on 
the playground and they run into 
other people 

• kids running all over the field we 
play football on 

• i don't like how some kids just run 
right into you and not even ask if 
your okay or say I'm sorry to you 

• people running around crashing 
into people 

• I don't like when some one hits 
you with the ball,bumps in to you 

• people not watching out for other 
people 

• i usually run 5 ft around the 
basketball game. 

• I try to avoid areas where kids are 
running around like crazy  

• people always bump into you 
• kids pushing on the playground 
• Most people are pushing and 

trying to get the swings. 
• Some things I don't like about 

recess is that all the balls flying 
around and hitting people in the 
heads. I'm not asking to take out 
balls though. 

• Getting hit by balls 
• running people 
• falling down 
• balls come close to my head 
• sometimes people push me out of 

my way 
• Kids running into each other. 
• I get hurt a lot 
• Getting hit by balls  
• getting hurt 

Recess	  is	  too	  short	  
Just	  as	  kids	  ask	  for	  a	  longer	  recess	  
when	  we	  ask	  them	  about	  
improvements	  they	  would	  make,	  
they	  complain	  that	  recess	  is	  too	  
short	  when	  we	  ask	  about	  what	  they	  
don’t	  like.	  They	  make	  some	  good	  
points:	  plenty	  of	  research	  shows	  
that	  downtime	  improves	  learning.	  

• Another tyhing i dont like is hpw 
short recess is. we are in school 
for like 6 hours and we only get 
20 minutes to socialize. We 
should get a least 30 minutes or 
more. During gthe day we have to 
be quiet so this is a good chance to 
relese our energy. 

• I think we should be able to have 
more time at recess because there 
is only 15 to 20 min. 

• I wish recess was a little bit 
longer. But I think that other than 
making recess a little bit longer 
than recess would be perfect.  

• I don't like when the bell rings and 
we have to go inside again and do 
something boring. 

• Also recess always is very short. 
We have to wait in line so long 
instead of playing. 

• I hate how we lose five minutes 
waiting for the little kids. 

• I think recess is not long enough. 
• I really don't like that recess is 

only 20 minutes long. at my old 
school it was 35 minutes, same 
with lunch. 

• Not long enough we need fresh air 
• Some things that I do not like 

about recess is the time period we 
have for it.  

• One is the time of recess because 
of the lack of exercise pupils get 
since some pupils are doing four 
square they're waiting in line to 
wait their turn.  

• the time we are out is to short 
• Also i feel that there is not nearly 

enough time to play because by 
the time we start the game we 
have ten minutes left. I feel this is 
unfair because my parents are told 
me they a whole hour, a WHOLE 
HOUR. When we only get 15 
minutes. 

• I wish (like everyone else) that 
recess was longer 

• not enough time 
• Not enough time to play 
• I don't like how short recess is, 20 

minutes is NOT enough for a 
break during the day. Students are 
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at school for 7 hours and less than 
an hour of that is dedicated to 
eating and socializing, two things 
that are very important to a 
person's growth 

• I could be just 5 minutes longer 
• not enough time 
• Recess is too short 
• the recess is too short. 
• The recess time is WAY to short 
• i don't like that we don't get that 

much time to socialize when 
recess is so short 

• It's so short 
• its to short for us. 
• time is to short 
• too short amount of time 
• I do not like how the recess time is 

so short. 
• I don't like how there's only about 

15 or 20 so minutes to play. 
• only one break 
• not that long 
• its to short they should give half 

an hour 
• i don't like why recess is so short 
•  I wish recess was longer. 
• We have little time. 
• Its not long enough 
• I don't like that recess is so short. 
• It's only 20 minutes long. 
• i don't like that it is short 
• it ends 
• Having to quit games. 
• the time 
• It's kinda short 
• It's too short 
• I would like it to be longer 
• Little time 
• It's too short 
• how short recess is 
• how short it is 
• The limited time we have 
• I don't like about recess is that the 

time is short 
• Recess is short. 
• I don't like how short reeses is 
• i don't like that recess is so short 
• i don't like how short it is  
• I do NOT like that recess is so 

short, 

• too short.. 
• to short 
• i dont like how short recess is. 
• Recess is too short. 
• how short it is 
• we have a short recess. 
• the shortness of the recess 
• short period of time 
• I also wish it was like 15 minutes 

longer. 
• I want more recess time 
• the amount of time 
• time  
• It is not long enough,  
• not long enough 
• Longer 
• I do not like that at cole the reses 

is longer than ours 
• Things I don't like about recess is 

that you are in the middle of a 
game and you can't finish it and 
you have to go back in and you 
have to go straight back to 
working you can't have a minute 
to get ready to work. That is the 
only thing i don't like about 
recess. 

• one is its not very long 
• I want it to be a little longer 
• I wish we had more time to play 
• recess should be longer 

Maintenance	  
This	  survey	  was	  conducted	  in	  
January	  of	  2015,	  and	  children	  had	  a	  
number	  of	  complaints	  about	  
equipment	  and	  maintenance	  of	  the	  
playground	  elements.	  Children	  
complain	  that	  there	  are	  not	  enough	  
balls,	  but	  also	  that	  the	  balls	  are	  flat.	  
They	  also	  want	  soccer	  nets,	  or	  some	  
way	  to	  designate	  a	  goal	  for	  their	  
soccer	  games.	  They	  would	  also	  like	  
jump	  ropes,	  longer	  jump	  ropes,	  and	  
chalk.	  
• I don't like how the recess 

equitiment is not in good shape 
• The balls are flat 
• how deflated all the balls are 
• the balls are flat 

• another thing i don't like about 
recess is that the balls are deflated 

• There isn't enough balls to play 
with that actually have air  

• I don't like that the balls are so flat 
• the flat balls 
• flat balls  
• I don't like how many good, 

pumped up bouncy balls there are 
• There are like 2 good balls and all 

the others are flat and useless 
• not having good balls 
• balls that don't have air in them 
• Most of the balls are very flat and 

there are not enough of them for 
everyone to make a game 

• I don't like how all the basketballs 
are deflated. 

•  
•  
• lack of bouncing balls because a 

lot of people either take the balls 
to their classroom and making the 
last grade to go out for recess (6th 
grade) to barely have any balls.  

• i do not really like that at recess 
you have to sprint outside to get 
the balls. there are not a lot of 
balls to play with if you are really 
lucky, you will be very lucky. 

• The things thsat i would like to 
emprove on at recess is maybe 
balls. We are already to many 
people fighting over which ball is 
theirs. 

• more soccer balles 
• not enough balls 
• the balls 
• the amount of time we have 
• There aren't as many balls as we 

need. 
• not enough sports balls 
• their is not a whole lot of balls 
• their is no soccer balls 
• not enough sport balls 
• people taking your ball 
•  i think we also need more balls to 

play with.  
• The last thing i don't like about 

recess is there s not a lot of balls 
to play with, we can't play most of 
our games without a ball. 
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• when there are no balls or jump 
ropes to play with  

• not enough balls 
• there's not enough balls for when i 

can't go on the structure 
• not enough balls 
• not enough balls 
• there not that many balls 
• not a lot of balls 
• theres not a lot of balls 
• I do not like the amount of balls. 
• need more balls 
• not enough basketballs 
• Not enough balls 
• not enough balls 
• sometimes i don't get a ball 
• balls  
• The second thing i dislike about 

recess is that there is not enough 
ball so sometimes when we go to 
get out all the ball are go and we 
cannot play four square 

• There aren't enough balls  
• not a lot of balls 
• more balls 
• not a lot of balls 
• people take four square balls and 

they don't even play four square 
• need soccer balls 
• need soccer goals 
• no soccer nets 
• no soccer nets 
• No sports nets 
• there no goals to play soccer 
• no soccer net's 
• No Soccer Nets, Better Balls, 

More Balls 
• We can't really play sports 

because we don't know where the 
goals are. 

• I wish their was better equipment 
• We need more equipment  
• better sports equipment 
• I don't like jump ropes  
• need more jump ropes 
• people taking all the jump ropes 
• not a lot of jump ropes 
• no really long jump ropes so if 

you want to include every one its 
hard and tieing two together is not 
good 

• jump ropes 
• I hate the chalk   
• I don't like choke [chalk] 
• should have a chalk for drawing 

on the ground 
• chalk 

Games	  and	  Sports	  
A	  number	  of	  children	  mentioned	  
not	  liking	  specific	  sports.	  

Football	  

Football	  was	  mentioned	  by	  42	  
children	  as	  something	  they	  do	  NOT	  
like	  about	  recess.	  From	  the	  
comments,	  it	  seems	  that	  it	  gets	  too	  
rough	  for	  some	  children.	  	  
• do not like playing football 
• I don't like to play football. 
• football because i always get hurt 

by the ball 
• football` i saw my friend get hit 

with the football 
• Play tackle football (I don't play 

football but i see other people 
getting yelled at) 

• I do not like see people playing 
football because people get hurt.  

• when football gets out of control 
• the last thing is i don't like to plat 

football 
• I do not like football in the filed.  
• I also don't like that we can't be a 

little rough in soccer or football. 
• football-could there be a certain 

area for that? 
• we need football end zone 
• we need flags for football 
football	  .....	  football	  .....	  football	  .....	  
football	  .....	  football	  .....	  football	  .....	  
Football	  .....	  football	  .....	  foot	  ball	  .....	  
football	  .....	  no	  football	  field	  .....	  
Football	  .....	  football	  .....	  Football-‐to	  
dangerous	  .....	  football	  .....	  football	  
.....	  football	  .....	  Football	  .....	  playing	  
football	  .....	  football	  .....	  play	  football	  
.....	  foot	  ball	  .....	  football	  .....	  play	  foot	  
ball	  .....	  FOOTBALL	  .....	  football	  .....	  
football	  .....	  football	  .....	  football	  

Basketball	  

Basketball	  is	  mentioned	  35	  times,	  
but	  here	  the	  problem	  seems	  to	  be	  
that	  the	  hoops	  are	  old	  and	  that	  
children	  are	  getting	  hit	  by	  the	  ball.	  
The	  basketball	  courts	  are	  close	  to	  
the	  four	  square	  courts	  and	  the	  
spaces	  where	  kids	  like	  to	  run	  and	  
stand,	  making	  collisions	  more	  
likely.	  
• The basketball area is massed with 

kids bumping into others trying to 
pass 

• Playing basket ball people are 
running bye and we could hit them 

• I don't like how there are so many 
basketball hoops. It's easy to get 
hit by a ball. 

• people kick the ball away when I 
play basketball 

• basketball because i do not want 
to let the team down  

• the basketball hoops really need to 
be replaysed with other ones. 

• I don't like the basketball hoops 
are HORRIBLE 

• I wish they would get new 
basketball hoops 

• basketball hoops (i don't use them, 
but i think we need new ones) 

• There should be more basket ball 
hoops. 

• basketball 
• play basketball 
• basketball 
• not enough basketball hoops 
• we need new basketball hopes and 

balls 
• i don't like playing basketball  
• there is only one full basketball 

court 
• old basketball nets 
• old basketball nets 
• Basketball 
• Basketball 
• where the basket ball location is 
• basket ball 
• new basketball hoops 
• I don't like to play basketball. 
• I don't like the basketball nets 
• the b-ball hoops 
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• basketball 
• have more basket ball courts 
• basketball 
• basketball  
• The basketball hoops are old 
• basket ball 
• basketball 
• basketball 

Soccer	  

Soccer	  is	  mentioned	  27	  times,	  but	  
the	  kids	  don’t	  give	  much	  of	  a	  clue	  as	  
to	  why	  they	  dislike	  it.	  They	  do	  want	  
nets,	  and	  it	  seems	  that	  some	  
children	  have	  gotten	  hurt.	  
• soccer with boys vs girls one time 

a boy hit me in the face 
• i do not like playing soccer 

because i was never good at it  
• I do not like how we have to make 

makeshift soccer nets when we 
play.  Then we cannot decide 
wether or no the ball goes to high 

• how we can't play soccer 
• theres no soccer net 
• playing soccer 
• we don't have soccer goals 
• do not like playing soccer 
• I don't like to play soccer. 
Soccer	  .....	  socer	  .....	  soccer	  .....	  
soccer	  .....	  socer	  .....	  no	  soccer	  goals	  	  
.....	  no	  soccer	  nets	  .....	  soccer	  .....	  
soccer	  .....	  Playing	  soccer.	  .....	  socker	  
.....	  soccer	  .....	  play	  soccer	  .....	  soccer	  
.....	  soccer	  .....	  soccer	  .....	  soccer	  .....	  
soccer	  

Four	  Square	  

Four	  square	  is	  mentioned	  15	  times	  
as	  something	  that	  kids	  do	  NOT	  
like.	  
• If you play near the four square 

game a ball could hit you. 
• I feel like in four square 

sometimes you have to wait a 
VERY long time before getting 
into the actual game  

• i dont like how it cuts into the 
parking lot so if you lose a ball 

and it goes in the parking lot you 
cant get it 

• I don't like the four square quart 
[court] 

• people get mad during four square 
as I see   

• I wish they would repaint the 
foursquare courts 

4	  sqaure	  .....	  four	  square	  .....	  four	  
square	  .....	  Four	  square	  with	  outs	  
.....	  fore	  square	  .....	  four	  square	  .....	  
four	  square	  	  .....	  four	  squer	  .....	  four	  
square	  

Tag	  

One	  big	  rule	  is	  that	  the	  children	  
cannot	  run	  in	  the	  playground.	  Of	  
course	  they	  love	  to	  play	  tag	  in	  the	  
playground,	  because	  it	  presents	  so	  
many	  good	  obstacles	  and	  makes	  the	  
game	  harder.	  Perhaps	  we	  could	  
create	  a	  tag	  space	  for	  the	  kids	  that	  
includes	  obstacles,	  so	  that	  they	  
don’t	  feel	  the	  need	  to	  run	  through	  
the	  playground.	  
• people playing tag on the 

playground 
• not playing tag on the playground 
• i don't like how we can't play tag 

on the playground 
• we are no longer allowed to play 

tag on the play structure 
• I don't like how we can't play tag 

on the playground.  
• i don't like how we can't play tag 

on the playground if we are safe   
• When people play tag on the play 

structure 
• we are not allowed to play tag on 

the play structure 
• tag because they make you play 

even if your not playing 
• tag 
• not enough room for tag 
• hide and seek 
• hide and sec tag  
• infection 
• tag 
• I don't like to play tag. 
• I don't really like tag. 

• I do not like tag (end up slipping 
over)  

• playing tag on field 
• play tag 
• tag 
• tag 
•  can't play tag on the playground 
• I don't like tag 

Other	  Sports	  

Children	  mentioned	  that	  they	  would	  
like	  to	  have	  a	  wall	  to	  throw	  balls	  
against,	  and	  a	  way	  to	  play	  baseball,	  
and	  a	  track	  for	  running.	  
• Not a single thing for wall ball 

(love that game) 
• Another thing i do not like is that i 

don't like wall ball. 
• I wish that there was a wall to play 

wall games 
• not allowed to play wall ball 
• not allowed to play wall ball  
• no sky balls and tennis balls for 

wall ball 
• a wall for wall ball 
• that we can't throw balls on the 

walls 
• no wall ball 
• kickball 
• play kick ball. 
• kickball 
• jump rope 
• jump rope people fall 
• People use jump rope the wrong 

way 
• I don't like jump rope 
• we can't play lacrosse 
• baseball 
• baseball 
• not playing baseball 
• you can't play baseball 
• a track for running 
• no track 
• holla hooping 

The	  Field	  
The field is dinged for two reasons: 
being muddy and wet, and also being 
disorganized. Without designated 
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game areas, children can’t agree on 
the boundaries for their games. 
• I avoid going on the field 'cause 

there are so many games going on 
there.  

• The field is not organized into 
different official sport fields, 
making the area crazy and 
unorganized. I avoid the sport area 
because of the previous two 

• how sometimes the big games 
played take up the whole field 

• Also we don't have use of the 
soccer fields and can't go farther 
than the trees 

• the field is always wet 
• need a better field 
• Field 
• the length of the field 
• the field because it's crowded and 

sometimes it's wet 
• um...the field i guess 
• play on the field 
• slippery wet feild 
• i  don't like to play in the fields. 
• I don't know why but I always 

avoid the field  
• i dislike the field because the grass 

is always wet  
• muddy feild 
• the baseball fields are always 

muddy and wet 
• muddy baseball field 
• wet field 
• fields 
• the field is always wet! 
• Field always wet 
• more field 

Playground	  
The	  main	  complaint	  is	  that	  the	  
playground	  is	  too	  small.	  Children	  
also	  feel	  that	  it	  doesn’t	  have	  enough	  
variety.	  
• Play ground small 
• more room 
• The size of the playground 
• The play ground is a little to small 
• The playground is small 

• playground is a tiny fraction of the 
field 

•  The playgrounds good but I wish 
it was bigger. 

• playground is always crowed  
• It is small. 
• the amount of room 
• the playground because it's 

crowded 
• small playground 
• How small the playground area is 
• its small 
• play structure is crowded 
• playground is too small 
• the playground is to small to run 

around 
• i wish we had a bigger playground 

and more things to play on. 
• I don't like that the playground is 

small 
• I don't like that the play ground is 

so small 
• I don't like the fact that there is not 

a lot of playground space 
• Me and my friends don't go on the 

play set so much, it's really 
crowded with everyone playing 
tag or something! 

• I don not like that the playground 
is to small   

• Playground is too small 
• the playground is too small 
• the amount of space we have 
• the size of the playground 
• small playground 
• space 
• often times the playground is 

packed with kids so it's hard to run 
• well i would like to go on the 

playground but there isn't a lot of 
fun struckters.  

• I do not likethat col schools' 
playground is beter than spoford 

• The play structure got kinda old 
after the second year I was here so 
i think that is a little put-down 

• not enough things on playground 
• its old  
• playground equipment (It's not 

that I really not like it, its just not 
great) 

• the playground is getting old 

• Not many different things to do on 
playground 

• the play ground could be better 
and more fun 

• The playground equipment 
• not enough climbing things 
• not a really fun enough 

playground 
• the playground is made out of 

metal so if you fall you could 
really hurt yourself 

• some parts of the playground are 
dangerous 

• I avoid the playground area 
because I do not like playing at 
the playground. 

• nothing too jump off 
• the play ground 
• i don't like that theres nothing to 

jump off. 
• more stuckture 
• playground 
• playground 
• Play ground only 
• I don't like to play on the 

playground  
• Not a big fan of the playground  
• playgroud 
• play on the playground 
• the playground is not that fun 

always 
• the playground 
• The playground 
• playground 

Swings	  

There	  aren’t	  enough	  swings,	  we	  
need	  a	  tire	  swing,	  and	  the	  swings	  
are	  in	  areas	  where	  people	  are	  
walking	  and	  running,	  making	  them	  
hazardous.	  
• The swings are fun but  everyone 

is running around so much that it's 
just hard to not hurt them.  

• I would like to make the swings 
not squeaky. 

• the rusty swings 
• squeky swings 
• On some days all the swings are 

taken 
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• people hogging the swings 
• Not enough swings 
• Not getting a swing 
• people hog swings 
• There are not enough swings 
• not a lot of room on the swings 
• no tire swings 
• there are no tire swings 
• no tire swings 
• we need tire swings 
• swings 
• swing on the swings 
• swings 
• swings 
• Going on the swings 
• more swings 
• swings 
• i don't like to swing on the swings 
• I do not like swinging on the 

swings 
• swing on the swings 
• swings 
• I don't like the swings 
• I do not like to do swinging on 

swings. 
• swings 
• I do not like the swings 
• swings 
• playing on swings 
• The swings 
• swings 
• I don't like swings 

Gymnastics	  

There	  are	  definitely	  children	  that	  
would	  like	  to	  see	  more	  gymnastics	  
equipment	  on	  the	  playground,	  
higher	  elements	  for	  older	  children,	  
and	  repairs	  to	  the	  element	  that	  
broke.	  
• they should let us do gymnastics   
• I used to love playing on the 

gymnastics bar but now its gone. 
=( 

• monkey bars 
• the monkey bars are very low to 

the ground and very little of them 
• the monkey bars are too low 
• that there are not two bars 
• i can touch the monkey bars,  

• Not getting a lot of time on one 
bar 

• The little bar is broken 
• people hogging the monkey bars 
• the bar 
• the small monkey bars\rings 
• not allowing to go places or doing 

gymnastics 
• I do not like the monkey bars they 

are to low 
• I do not like to do monkey bars. 
• the gymnastics bar 
• more monkey bars 

Zipline	  

Our	  current	  zip	  line	  is	  a	  very	  short	  
run	  –	  just	  a	  few	  feet.	  Kids	  push	  hard	  
on	  it	  and	  there	  seem	  to	  be	  children	  
who	  are	  afraid	  to	  get	  hurt	  on	  it.	  
• I wish the zip line thing would go 

away because i got hurt on  
• I got hurt on the zip line 
• zip line` i saw my friend fall of 

and hit their head on the ground 
[hard] 

• zip line someone pushed me to 
hard and I got really hurt 

• zipline hurt my friend and me 
• zipline goes fast and hurts 
• Zip line-gives me blisters 
• I do not like the loud noises the 

zipline makes 
• zipline is too fast  
• no ziplines 
• Zip line 
• zip line 
• zipline 
• ziplines 

Slides	  
• I avoid people coming down the 

slide because they normally bump 
into me even when I am standing 
far away 

• wet slide 
• The slides 
• slids 
• the slides 
• slide 
• i dont like slides  

Spinning	  element	  
There is often a large puddle under 
the spinning thing, which one child 
mentions. 
• spiny thing and how it always has 

water under it 
• i dont like the spinny slide 

because it shocks you 
• spinny thing - too fast and makes 

me feel sick and dizzy 
• I don't like the thing that you can 

spin on. 
• the spiny thing is so crowed 
• the spinny thing 
• Spinny thing 
• spiny thing 
• the spiny thing 
• spinny-thing 
• spinny thing 
• spinning 
• spinny thingy 
• spin 
• the spiny thing 
• spinny thingie  
• spinny thing 
• the spiny thing 

Playground	  Surface	  
A number of children mention the 
puddles that form under the swings 
and spinning element. One dislikes 
the metal playground structures and 
others mention the wood chips as 
something they dislike. 
• I do not like the medal on the play 

ground 
• when there is puddles  
• puddles on the playground 
• too many puddles 
• thing I don't like about recess is 

the big round wholes under the 
swings and spinny thingy that 
collect rain water. 

• when it just rained and the swings 
have puddles under them 

• water puddles 
• poudles 
• i dont like the woodchips 
• the wood chips 
• wet 
• the wood chips 
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• I don't like the wood on the 
playground 

• I do not like that there are wood 
chips on the ground around the 
playround because when I fall, I 
get scraped up. 

• i dont like the wood chips on the 
ground   

• Wood chips 
• I hate wood chips near the play 

ground 
• I wish there was sand instead of 

wood chips 
• i do not like the wood chips on the 

playground, i would rather have 
turf. 

• Too many woodchips on 
playground 

• no wood chips 
• no woodchips I would like if 

spoffords playground was like 
coles 

Places	  to	  Sit	  
There	  is	  one	  picnic	  table	  on	  the	  
playground,	  near	  the	  basketball	  
courts	  but	  few	  other	  places	  for	  
children	  to	  sit	  and	  talk.	  When	  it	  is	  
blacktop	  only,	  there	  is	  no	  where	  to	  
sit.	  In	  warm	  weather,	  there	  is	  very	  
little	  shade.	  
• no tables 
• no shady area 
• There are no benches to sit on 
• There is not enough shade 
• should have a reading area. 
• should have more place to sit. I 

have to sit on the swing every 
time when I read a book. 

• i don't like the seets 
• benches 
• their is not a lot of shade  
• no benches or shady areas 
• benches for sitting 
• table games for checkers and 

games 
• reading area 
• not a lot of secret areas to talk 
• In gets really hot in the spring 

there aren't enough shady spots 

• not a lot of shaded areas 
• I do not like reading 
• I don't like when it's hot, there's 

not a lot of shade 
• There is not a lot of places to read 
• there is no seating area incase you 

want to read. 
• I do not like that there are like no 

benches on the play ground 
•  I like reading, but I don't bring a 

book to recess. 
• there is no place to talk with 

friends 
• not a lot of places to sit in a dry 

area 
• can't read 
• I want to read 

Loud	  and	  Crowded	  
Some	  kids	  need	  to	  recharge	  with	  
quiet	  areas	  and	  they	  find	  recess	  
overwhelming.	  
• I don't like everybody being loud 
• I usually go to the field where it's 

quite [quiet]. 
• Too much noise 
• I do not like some small spaces 

that get crowded easily 
• When people are being really loud 

at recess, its hard to hear the 
person sitting right next to you, 
and sometimes there isn't anything 
to do but sit around. 

• Too many people 
• very loud 
• not calm 
• annoying 
• lots of screaming 
• kids that are annoying, kids that 

are annoying 
• yelling,whistles 
• loudness 

Bored	  
Some children are just bored. They 
don’t have any new ideas and are 
probably having trouble finding 
people to spend recess with. By 

having variety during recess, we can 
help fight boredom. 
• I do not like recess when I get 

bored of playing the same thing 
again and again 

• Nothing to do 
• I get bored. 
• same thing every day 
• their is not a lot of activities 
• how there aren't anuf things to do. 
• should have more stuff to play. 
• There is not many things to really 

do 
• I do not like getting bored when 

there is nothing to do 
• I don't like that there is not much 

to do 
• I don't like to play on the 

playground because there is the 
same stuff to play with every day. 

• Recess area is huge but very 
limited things to do 

• Sometimes I get bored. 
• I would like more things to do 
• Not enough activities, boring 

playground 
• being bored 

Blacktop	  Only	  Days	  
During	  bad	  weather,	  when	  the	  
playground	  and	  field	  are	  wet,	  the	  
children	  must	  spend	  recess	  on	  the	  
blacktop.	  They	  also	  are	  restricted	  to	  
the	  blacktop	  during	  the	  winter	  
months.	  	  It	  may	  be	  time	  to	  re-‐
examine	  blacktop	  only	  days	  and	  see	  
what	  we	  can	  do	  to	  improve	  it	  for	  
the	  children;	  they	  are	  spending	  
many	  days	  of	  the	  year	  restricted	  to	  
the	  blacktop.	  
• I also don't like when we have to 

stay on the blacktop.  Recess in 
general is not that bad, but when 
there's snow, it can get boring if 
you don't have snow pants 
because you can't do anything but 
stay on the blacktop.   

• In the winter we can't go on the 
structure, only the field and 
blacktop. I only go on the 
structure at recess. 
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• I  don't like when we only get to 
play on the back top. 

• also when it is wet we have to 
play on blacktop only  

• when we have to play on the black 
top only 

• I do not like it when it is blacktop 
only 

• black top is too small 
• black top only 
• black top only 
• only black top 
• blacktop only 
• when it is only blacktop 
• blacktop only 
• blacktop only 
• having to play only on black top 
• hoptop only 
• when it is blacktop only 
• black top only 
• when its black top only 
• black top only 
• black top only 
• when every one is on the hot top 
• cracks in pavment 
• theres always puddles on the black 

top 
• Blacktop 
• safer black top 
• small hot top 

Love	  and	  Hate	  the	  Weather	  

Several	  children	  complain	  that	  
winter	  (and	  the	  blacktop	  
restriction)	  makes	  recess	  boring.	  
Some	  children	  complain	  that	  they	  
hate	  going	  out	  in	  bad	  weather,	  and	  
other	  children	  complain	  that	  they	  
would	  like	  to	  go	  out	  even	  when	  the	  
weather	  is	  bad.	  Different	  chlidren	  
are	  comfortable	  in	  different	  
conditions.	  
• when the things on the playground 

are wet and we can't go on it 
• in the cold there's nothing to do 
• Sometimes recess is way to cold 

to do anything, so we just sit 
around freezing for 25 minutes.  

• I don't like recess in the winter, 
there is a limited area to play in 
and it is too cold out 

• In the winter I find myself bored, 
as nothing provided is fun to use 
in the intense cold 

• on days when it's flat top only, it's 
really boring 

• We can't get on the field or 
playground after it rains 

• we are not allowed to go on the 
snow banks without being fully 
geared up 

• have too stay on low snow banks 
• In winter, we can't have snowball 

fights. 
• We have to go outside if it is 

under 20 degrees it should be 30 
degrees 

• In the winter it is cold 
• they send us in the freezing cold 
• I don't like going out to recess 

when it is really cold out 
• i don't like when its wet out 

because i hate getting wet 
• we go outside when its wet  
• not able to go out when its cold 
• winter 
• Indoor recess happens even if it's 

lightly drizzling  
• when it is indoors 
• when there's snow 
• indoor recess 
• rain  
• it can get cold 

Wish	  I	  could	  stay	  inside	  

Several	  children	  expressed	  a	  desire	  
to	  be	  able	  to	  choose	  to	  stay	  indoors	  
during	  recess.	  Some	  don’t	  like	  the	  
cold	  or	  rain,	  or	  sometimes	  they	  just	  
want	  some	  quiet	  time.	  
• I sometimes wish that i could stay 

inside to finish homework when I 
have a busy day 

• I sometimes want to stay inside 
when it is too cold or their is bad 
weather 

• I wish there was a way to stay 
inside if you didn't want to go 
outside 

• I don't like not being able to stay 
inside during recess time if it's too 
cold. You can keep a couple 
recess monitors inside in the gym 
during recess time to just play 
some games for the twenty minute 
period 

• It is very cold in the winter- we 
should have the option to stay 
inside 

• Two things I don't really like 
about recess is sometimes it is 
cold and rainy, and I'm not in the 
mood to go out.  

• Not being able to use the gym 
during indoor/outdoor recess 

• Being forced to go outside instead 
of being able to work on 
homework 

• when cold out we still should have 
the choice of going outside 

• I don't like how you have to go in 
the cold and you don't get to have 
a place to warmup 

• going outside in the cold 
•  I sometimes don't want to go out 

because it's freezing. 
• I would like to have the option of 

staying inside 
• I don't like the way we can't stay 

inside when we want to. 

Indoor	  Recess	  with	  friends	  

When	  we	  do	  have	  indoor	  recess,	  
children	  are	  frustrated	  that	  they	  
cannot	  visit	  with	  friends	  in	  other	  
classsrooms.	  Since	  we	  know	  that	  
being	  with	  friends	  is	  the	  #1	  thing	  
that	  kids	  like	  about	  recess,	  this	  is	  
clearly	  an	  important	  issue	  for	  them.	  
• Indoor recess can be boring since 

there is nothing to do 
• I don't like how in the winter, if 

you have indoor recess, you aren't 
allowed to go from class to class. 
You can use the sign out sheet, tell 
the recess monitor, and sign back 
in when you return to your 
homeroom class. 

• indoor recess 
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• We cant go to other classrooms to 
see our friends 

• At indoor recess our class 
particuraly are psychos who run 
around screaming and yelling. 

• Not being able to move around to 
other same-grade classrooms 
during indoor recess 

• at indoor recess kids run around 
our classroom like crazy a think at 
indoor recess we need more super 
vision. 

• I hate indoor recess. 
• Other 
Bugs and bees make the 
complaint list. Children also wish 
there was a water fountain. Some 
children would like to be able to 
practice instruments or play with 
their electronic devices during 
recess. Happily, some children 
find nothing wrong with recess at 
all. 
•  
• that thers no water 
• there are no water bubblers out 

side 
• bees and hornets nests 
• the bugs, the bees 
• in the spring people are always 

getting stung by bees for no 
reason.  

• the bugs 
• i wish we could bring in a device 

because it is our free time 
• You're not allowed to use 

electronics. 
• Not being able to practice your 

instruments during recess 
• Not many people actually play 

they just stand around and talk 
which can get really annoying 

• It's before lunch 
• If your friend is sick you can't 

play with them. 
• recess before lunch 
• screws 
• the shed 
• I think that the 5th and 4th graders 

should be at recess together 
because I want to see my sister 

and I have good friends who are in 
5th grade 

• i really enjoy recess and look 
forward to it every day 

• I LIKE EVERYTHING 
• I like all of it 
• I like recess. 
• I like everything 
• nothing 
• Nothing 
• nothing 
• I like recess. I like almost 

everything 
• I always look forward to recess, 

actually. 
• I really don't have any things that I 

dislike about recess. 

Spofford	  Pond	  Staff	  
Playground	  Survey	  	  
The	  following	  are	  the	  questions	  
and	  instructions	  that	  appeared	  on	  
the	  Staff	  survey.	  Answers	  have	  
been	  grouped	  by	  topic.	  There	  were	  
a	  total	  of	  46	  responses	  to	  the	  
survey.	  

What	  do	  you	  think	  are	  
some	  problems	  with	  the	  
current	  play	  areas?	  

Working	  well	  
• The playground seems to be 

working well under it's current 
conditions (baring the usual issues 
with the field flooding at times 
when there is rainfall).  The 
equipment is still in very good 
condition and the children enjoy 
the variety of equipment available.  

• I have not heard anything.  They 
want to race down the hall to get 
there first! 

• They love recess 
• I think that recess overall is 

working fine.  Indoor recess is 
always a challenge, but the recess 
staff tries to keep control. 

Spinning	  thing	  and	  zip	  line	  
should	  go	  away	  
• The spinny thing is way too 

dangerous. 
• The spinny thing is dangerous and 

causes many problems for 
students at recess. There are not 
clear boundaries out in the field of 
where students need to stay. 

• The spinny thing... get rid of it. 
• Lots of fighting over the spinney 

thing.  Recess issue often involve 
this area as part of disputes. 

• The spinning wheel is NOT 
working. The kids get way too 
dizzy and sick after eating lunch, 
and they spin each other way too 
fast and hard. It's too dangerous! 

• spinny thing- problems with 
students falling off this onto other 
students. It might be nice if there 
was an outlined area for soccer, 
etc. on the field.  

• The spinny thing should be 
removed.  Most issues with 
children are a result of that!  Not 
enough time to give them all a 
turn, kids end up getting dizzy or 
nauseous (or they fall off and hurt 
themselves).  It should be taken 
out asap 

• The spinning thing on the play 
structure is far too dangerous and 
leads to so many accidents.  This 
should be taken away. 

• The spinning thing is bad news 
after lunch! 

• spinnie thing should be eliminated 
as well as the trolley 

• The spinny thing should be 
removed.  

• The zip line and blue spinning 
thing cause difficulty waiting for a 
turn, etc. and dangerous. 

• I don't see many problems with 
the playground. The only thing I 
see that doesn't seem to work well 
is the Spinny Thing 

• Also, the thing that spins around is 
dangerous. 



Student	  Open	  Response	  Survey	  Results	   	   Page	  33	  of	  38	  

• The zip line is another area where 
kids tend to get hurt. 

Not	  enough	  balls,	  
equipment	  
• It seems like more balls are 

available which was a problem 
when there wasn't enough.....As 
many balls as possible is 
necessary as kids utilize these a 
great deal for various 
games(soccer, basketball, 4 
square), as well as playing in 
groups of 2 and 3.(doing soccer 
skill practice)......some might be 
utilized  individually as well….. 

• limited balls,equipment, etc 
• It would be nice if there were 

more sport equipment.  

Missing	  an	  area	  for	  wall	  ball	  
• A place to play wall ball, and run 
• Area to bounce a ball against a 

wall 

Problems	  with	  blacktop	  
• Out dated. Some not safe. Not 

enough activities on the black top. 
• There is not enough blacktop 

space when the field is covered in 
snow. Students who are dressed 
appropriately should be able to 
play in the snow. 

• Kids want more 4 square courts. 
• The blacktop area should be more 

clearly defined - maybe a 
basketball area that is separate so 
that students don't run through 
while playing other games.   

• More four square, hopscotch 
layouts and lower basketball 
hoops are needed on the blacktop. 

• Lines to delineate areas on the 
blacktop and the field would be 
helpful. 

• blacktop could be a larger area 
• Lower the basketball hoops so it's 

more appropriate for smaller 
children. 

Problems	  with	  monitoring	  
• Are there enough monitors to 

handle problems that arise? 
• Would like to have some way to 

have adult run/supervised 
activities such as kickball.   

• My students seem to think that the 
monitors are unresponsive to their 
difficulties. Many times they 
come to me, I ask about where 
was the adult, and they respond 
that they were "busy" or didn't 
take their problem seriously. 
Physically, the third graders 
generally like the playground. 
This year, my class loves four 
square. 

• I feel that recess isn't working due 
to the playground staff not 
educated enough on child 
development and language of how 
to talk to children. Dirty, Muddy 

• The field is very dusty and on 
warm days the sand can be a 
problem. The kids often track mud 
into the school.  

• Tracking mud into school… 

Social	  problems	  
• Arguments between children and 

children bringing the problems 
into classroom. 

• Teaching the social curriculum so 
that students know how to play 
nice. 

• Arguments between children and 
children bringing the problems 
into classroom.  

Wood	  chips,	  drainage	  
• The swings are difficult for the 

younger (shorter) children to 
swing on without someone 
pushing them because of the dip 
of wood chips underneath. It is a 
large area that requires a lot of 
supervision. 

• Wood chips could be improved 
upon 

• poor drainage around swings and 
twirly thing,  wood chips  

• Poor drainage 

Slippery	  
• The play structure can be very 

slippery in the spring and fall at 
morning arrival recess due to 
condensation. Consequently, the 
play structure can be off limits for 
safety reasons. Perhaps a play 
structure designed from composite 
materials would be safer. 

• It is very slippery when it gets 
wet. 

Winter	  is	  hard	  
• Snowplow pushes piles of snow 

that block access to the field. 
• Winter is tough...Not enough 

space to play.  Restrictions to 
blacktop only. 

• IN winter - blacktop too crowded 
and basketball hoops are in the 
middle of it all. Balls and running 
kids don't mix well. 

The	  woods	  are	  not	  a	  good	  
spot	  
• Kids come in with ticks from the 

field. Maybe a boundary so they 
don't get too close to the woods? 

• Some play in the woods or trails 
that can be monitored and free 
from poison ivy and ticks (ha). 

Structure	  is	  not	  well	  
designed	  for	  all	  grades	  
• The younger grades use the play 

structure, while the older grades 
do not.  Maybe we should build a 
more sophisticated play structure 
for the older grades.   



Student	  Open	  Response	  Survey	  Results	   	   Page	  34	  of	  38	  

We	  don’t	  have	  access	  for	  all	  
• I also feel that there aren't that 

many options for students that 
may have a broken leg or arm to 
participate in recess with their 
fellow peers. 

• A play structure accessible to LC 
students would be appreciated.   

• There isn't any handicap 
accessibility to the play structure. 
In addition, children who have to 
use wheel chairs or children who 
have difficulty walking have an 
extremely difficult time on the 
wood chips. 

• The playground has some 
equipment that is not fully 
accessible to all students. 

Too	  spread	  out,	  hard	  to	  
monitor	  
• Also playing field for kickball is 

so far away from supervision.   
• I think the biggest problem could 

be how spread out the space is.  
While kids need space to run and 
have the free time, often kids are 
way over by the far baseball field 
while another group is on the 
playground.  I imagine this can be 
difficult for the monitors.  

• The large size of the area makes it 
difficult to monitor unless there 
are several staff present.  
Although there are three distinct 
areas, the field itself encourages 
students to hide or to run from 
supervision.  The play structure 
itself isn't completely current with 
how the children play. 

• The students are very spread out.  
They have specific play and group 
activities.  It's hard to monitor 
what is going on out there, 
especially in the far ends of the 
field. 

• students far away from staff when 
on the field, more recess monitors. 

• The field some children  are too 
far out of sight. 

Too	  small,	  not	  enough	  
space	  for	  the	  kids	  
• The play area is crowded for the 

number of students who use it. 
• sometimes too many kids all on 

play structure.  
• The playground is small given the 

number of students that are out 
there at any given time. The 
playground is geared more 
towards the younger students. 

No	  sitting	  spaces	  
• Tables and benches should be 

available for students who want to 
play cards or read. 

• There is a lack of sitting area for 
students looking for a quiet way to 
spend recess. For students wanting 
to play wall-ball the walls can not 
be used during recess time due to 
the fact there are classrooms in 
session.  

• There is not a lot of sitting areas. 
• There are few places to sit and do 

other activities. 

What	  is	  working	  well	  in	  
the	  current	  play	  areas?	  

Monitors	  are	  working	  well	  
• The volunteer/s out at recess seem 

to be working well...I think there 
is a parent volunteer who has been 
playing four square with some of 
the students and I see this as very 
positive……… 

Existing	  blacktop	  areas	  
(four	  square	  and	  basketball)	  
• The basketball hoops are being 

used, as well as 4 square --nice 
that there are more than one 4 
square court/area......the field is 
used a great deal for 
football......there is a lot of hands 

on play, but I think that is part of 
being a 3rd-6th grader....... 

• Additional balls, jump ropes, hula 
hoops and other accessories would 
be ideal.   

• Games on black top.  
• Four square! It might be good to 

include a few other blacktop 
games that the children can 
manage themselves. A quiet, 
shaded space might also be nice! 

• There are many choices for 
students. It is GREAT for them to 
have balls available for recess. 

• The kids love Four Square and 
Wall Ball.   

• The four square squares are very 
popular with most grade levels. 

• The basketball court seems very 
popular with students. 

• 4 squares, basketball hoops 
(maybe some should be lower), 
lots of balls available,  

• Keep basketball hoops, square 
games. 

Big	  field	  to	  run	  in	  
• Big field, kickball, baseball, etc. 
• Kids need to run around but 

participate in games instead of 
congregating in groups.  

• My students mainly enjoy the 
field for recess as they cannot 
access the play structures.  

• Keep multiple areas of the field 
available for various types of 
games. 

• To offer the other side of the 
above argument, the field lets the 
children run off steam in a way 
that the hot top doesn't allow.   

• There is lots of space to play 
including the fields.  Kids can 
spread out to play.  In future 
designs be sure to think about the 
ability of the recess monitors to 
see the children (no places to hide) 

• Plenty of space. 
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Play	  structure	  
• Play structure and swings 
• Keep swings and other activities 

for individuals to do along with 
other students.   

• Play structure has a lot of features 
that students enjoy.  

• Swings and climbing structure 
bring active time for students.  

• The children like the swings. 
• Kids like to play tag on the 

structure, but not sure that they 
should be doing that?? 

• swings are good 
• Some of the swings and slide.  
• Recess succeeds because it gives 

the students a chance to run 
around and release energy.  I 
believe a larger play structure 
should be built. 

Variety	  
• Having different spaces for 

children to go to is essential.  
• I like the multiple game/activity 

areas and various equipment to 
meet many needs.  

• Kids love to go outside and love 
the play structure, the swings and 
hot top 4 square area. 

• The kids seem to like the slides, 
swings, basketball hoops, and 
four-square designs. 

• four square and the basketball 
nets, swings and climbing 
structure 

• The kids have plenty of room to 
move around and many options 
(playground, hot-top, field).  

• The students like the four square, 
basketball, climbing and twirling 
apparatus, swings. 

• Things to keep:  swings, slides, 
basketball courts, four-square,  

• I like how there are swings, and 
basketball hoops, etc.  

• Maybe more options for the kids. 
• The kids have a lot of good 

options...The field is large. The 
blacktop has some 4-square 

designs. There are few basketball 
nets.  

Other	  
• square lines for games. lines to 

line up on. whistles to line up. 
• I think that the current playground 

equipment seems fine.  I am not 
sure that I am understanding the 
need for replacement?  It seems to 
be in good condition still and that 
the kids still enjoy using it.   

• Children love recess and need the 
break 

• I am not sure since I am not out 
there ever. I feel that if something 
is not working to ask the experts, 
the students that actually play out 
there. What if you change 
something because of what an 
adult tells you, but in reality the 
student loves it and is working for 
them.  

• Kids seem happy to me.  I haven't 
heard of any complaints or 
concerns. 

What	  would	  you	  like	  to	  
see	  for	  a	  new	  play	  areas	  
for	  the	  children?	  Dream	  
big:	  what's	  one	  thing	  
you'd	  like	  to	  see	  that	  
could	  really	  make	  a	  big	  
difference	  for	  the	  kids	  
during	  recess?	  

Balls,	  equipment	  
• More supplies available - jump 

ropes, footballs, basketballs?  
• Colored shirts to use for teams 

when playing soccer or even tag 
• Tetherball? 
• More supplies for games. 
• Equipment like balls and jump 

ropes. 
• Some lines on the field 
• Volleyball nets or badminton nets 

for team play. 

Blacktop	  
• possibly more options for the 

blacktop 
• painted games on the blacktop, 
• more 4 square courts and 
• I also think that it would be nice 

for children to have more pre-
painted lines on the black top for 
games such as four square, 
hopscotch, and basketball, 
especially for days when the 
students are only allowed on the 
black top. 

• more 4 squares 
• larger black top 
• More black top painted games. 
• a street hockey area would be 

nice. 
• more 4 square 

Basketball	  
• Adjustable basketball hoops? 
• Basketball nets. 
• more basketball hoops with plenty 

of equipment. 
• more bball hoops 
• Enough options for older students-

other than playlets.  i.e. basketball 
courts 

• More basketball courts, more 
activities on black top. 

End	  “blacktop	  only” 	  days	  
• If you could somehow make it so 

that the ground isn't so vulnerable 
to wet conditions......it just seems 
like when it is wet, we have a lot 
of "blacktop only" days, which are 
not very popular with the kids. 

• If there is snow on the ground let 
them play in it as long as they are 
prepared for it. 

• In the winter, the students need 
more space to play.  

• It would be great to offer some 
outside activity in the winter, 
although I can't really help with 
what that might be.  Ice and the 



Student	  Open	  Response	  Survey	  Results	   	   Page	  36	  of	  38	  

game of tag aren't a good 
combination. 

Indoor	  Recess	  structure	  
• A structure to use for indoor 

recess (similar to another gym) 
would make the kids and teachers 
happy. 

Track	  
• Real track for running? 
• I'd love to see a track  
• A track  

Tables	  
• Tables/places to sit (for writing 

and/or homework completion) 
• Tables and seating for talking. 
• Picnic tables for the students who 

would rather sit and chat or read a 
book. 

• More places to hang out and 
spread out.  How about 
tables/benches?  

• Tables and benches for students 
who want to play games or read. 

• I also think that it would be nice 
for children to have more picnic 
tables to sit on. 

• more benches 
• I think more benches for kids to 

have conversation would be nice 
for the older students.  I also 
believe that the younger students 
would benefit from having a 
larger, perhaps more colorful play 
structure. 

• I would like to see more picnic 
tables outside not only for recess 
for children to sit and take a break 
or sit and read but also for other 
times as well. I think that it is 
important sometimes for students 
to get outside and have a place to 
write, especially when doing a 
descriptive writing assignment. 

Game	  boards	  
• Painted tables with checkers, 

chess, etc. painted on the top. 
Each classroom would have game 
pieces to bring out. 

• even board games etc for social 
connection as they have one twice 
a week and not all kids like the 
play structure. 

• chess checkers 
• tables with games?  Some kids 

like playing board games, maybe 
some Sorry, Mancala, Chinese 
Checkers, checkers, chess, 
backgammon. 

Quiet	  spaces	  
• access to courtyard for students 

who don't like the sport aspect of 
recess and would like to sit and 
read,play cards, or games with 
friends. 

• quiet spaces for card trading, card 
games even reading books would 
be helpful. While most children 
love to run and release tension 
through games and group 
activities, we have a population of 
children who shy away from that. 

• courtyard like area with benches 
and nice area to gather calmly and 
just talk. 

Shade	  
• In spring, they need access to 

water and shade. 
• Shaded area? 
• A covered area to keep out of the 

sun. 
• There should be some shade areas 

for when the sun is blazing. 
• A covered area for shade? 
• How about a gazebo! 

Water	  
• outside water drinking fountain. 

Accessible	  play	  areas	  
• I would like to see play areas that 

are accessible to all types of 
students, disabled or otherwise. 

Changes	  in	  monitoring	  
• More recess monitors and people 

out there who can intervene on the 
spot. 

• Someone running activities that 
would bring together at-risk 
students and other students that 
might not otherwise be 
socializing.   

• It would be great to see a baseball 
game or kickball game develop in 
the diamond.....(using a parent 
volunteer if kids wanted) 

• Organized games so they will be 
played fairly. 

• I would love to see more problem 
solving/team building activities, 
such as Project Adventure based 
activities. 

• A few recess monitors that would 
actually work to run some games 

• Work to integrate students that are 
on the sidelines. 

• Organized games - adults 
facilitating positive activities and 
child interactions. 

• Structured games 
• People who care for them and will 

teach them games or ref. for them.  
They need to get out there on time 
and not be deprived of this time as 
disciplinary action.  

• More staff to monitor behavior 
and having staff organize games 
or activities- this would create 
structured opportunities for 
competitive 

• play that has rules. Many recess 
issues occur because students 
create/play games that have 
varying rules and they do not 
share the rules with all students.  
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Changes	  to	  play	  structure	  
• bigger play structure or more 

components 
• A lot of girls love gymnastics and 

use the structures to do this----
maybe more structures to 
accommodate all the kids involved 
in doing these activities or more 
bars (there  is one bar now that the 
girls at 5th grade constantly use)    

• possibly more play structures   
possibly more and various swings 

• I think more swings should be 
built since there is a lot of fighting 
over who gets to swing. 

• remove the twirly thing, the 
trolleys, and the wood chips 

• The swings are sometimes all 
taken, so a few more swings 
would be appreciated. 

• More play structure for students to 
climb and play on. Howe Manning 
used to have a huge wooden play 
structure that was amazing...until 
they took it down.  

• I think a play structure more 
similar to what Cole has would be 
ideal.  Same idea, but perhaps 
bigger?   

• More swings,.. 

Climbing	  areas	  
• more areas they can climb safely, 

climbing wall 
• The play structure needs work.  

The one at Cole School 
encourages such great physical 
activity.  I think ours needs more 
climbing structures and less 
features that can lead to unsafe 
behavior or accidents.   

• more climbing equipment 
• Having more climbing/running 

choices on a playground structure 
would be nice. 

• climbing wall 
• Climbing wall? 
• Things that may be great to see;  a 

climbing wall, zip line 
• A climbing wall 

• Also, a nice big climbing wall 
with a strong structure for 3 to 6 
grades; they are not babies for just 
simple swings and slide. 

• climbing structures 

Obstacle	  Course	  
• obstacle course with skills 

students can do independently 
(jumping jacks, etc.) 

• Obstacle course could be fun, 
climbing net (not too high) 

• I think an obstacle course using 
large rubber tires would be a good 
idea for the students. 

• Using imagination 
• Anything that would allow for 

students to use their imaginations 
more.   

• more equipment for free play or 
imagination 

• For the most part the students find 
appropriate games, activities and 
make good use of space available.  
It is fun to see them use their 
imagination and just play!   

• I believe that the best thing for the 
kids at recess is for them to have 
the freedom to do whatever they 
wish, as long as it is safe.  If  the 
kids have plenty of balls and the 
like, they seem to be happy.  
(jump ropes and hula hoops are a 
problem)  Chalk might be a 
positive.  Simple things I believe 
are the best. 

• I would love to see a space that is 
flexibly designed so that it would 
serve multiple purposes. It would 
be fabulous for the children to be 
able to use their imaginations 
while they're outside. 

Art,	  chalk	  
• A table area to draw. 
• Some children like to bring out 

books or art supplies and journals 
or comics etc  and would be nice 
if that was an option..... 

• I would like to see an area for 
creative play/theatre/audience like 
a small amphitheater seating.  

• chalk to draw with 
• An outlet for kids to be artistic - 

mural of some sort? 

Wall	  Ball	  
• wall ball 
• A wall ball so they are not 

banging the wall against my 
classroom awl while I am 
teaching. 

• wall of some sort for wall-ball. 
• They love wall ball, but throwing 

against the wall makes it difficult 
for the classroom on the other side 
of the wall. 

• I think having a wall or fence type 
of structure for children to play 
wall ball with would be nice. 

• a designated wall for wall ball 
• The children used to really enjoy 

playing wall ball on the "solid" 
wall outside the fourth grade 
classroom, across from the play 
structure. It would be great to 
bring wall ball back as an activity 
during lunch recess. 

• Maybe a wall where they could 
throw a ball. 

New	  surface	  
• Don't like the wood chip surface 

under the play structure.  Please 
explore other materials.    

• A surface that is not slippery 
during the rain. More and a 
variety of play structures for 
different ages of kids. 

Support	  Tag	  
• tag or game such as tag is popular, 

perhaps some sort of area on the 
ground, maze like, that the kids 
could run around in, but they 
would have to be visible 
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Time	  
• a little bit more time to play:) 
• more time:)  just kidding - i don't 

know 
• More time for recess. 
• Longer recess. 

Other	  
• there is something called a buddy 

bench which I know Cole School 
has, but this would be something 
that would have to be taken 
seriously and would have to be 
taught about through the Olweus 
program…… 

• the lining up to go inside is not a 
good system at all------the kids are 
very disrespectful lining up and 
don't do it efficiently......the bin 
being placed outside for the balls 
has helped a great deal, but the 
discipline needs to be 
reinforced.......I know the behavior 
specialist did a great job lining 
kids up one day --he used a timer-
---I feel like it would be good to 
consult with him on this.....(to see 
exactly how he did it)...It was very 
orderly, and the kids responded 
well. 

• An anti gravity chamber (just 
kidding!) 

• I don't know...I haven't thought 
about playgrounds for a while. I 
suggest you ask the kids. 

• I think the kids really like the 
actual playground.   

• I honestly can not think of 
anything 


